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DPS officer 
struck by car 
Monday night
By Lauren Fitch
GVL Staff Writer
A car sliding out of control down 
Pierce Street struck Grand Valley 
State University police officer Ann 
(Betsy) Snoeyink on Monday at 10 
p.m.
Snoeyink had 
pulled off to the 
side of Pierce 
Street to assist a 
vehicle spun out 
in the ditch. The 
patrol car had its 
emergency lights 
on.
A female *m*»M
Grand Valley
State University student driving past 
at 35 mph lost control of her car and 
hit the police car.
The police car then struck 
Snoeyink who was standing on the 
passenger side of the vehicle.
The sliding car continued on and 
hit the vehicle originally in the ditch 
before sliding off the road to join it.
Police blocked off Pierce Street 
from 48th to 42nd avenues until 
ambulance and tow trucks arrived on 
the scene.
Paramedics transported Snoeyink 
to Butterworth Hospital at 100 
Michigan St. NE, Grand Rapids, 
Mich.
Snoeyink left the hospital early 
Tuesday morning with minor injuries 
to her chest and neck.
“We expect Officer Snoeyink to 
make a full recovery,” said Capt. 
Brandon DeHaan, assistant director 
of the Department of Public Safety.
The other drivers involved were 
not injured.
The Ottawa County Sheriff’s 
Department is investigating the 
incident and will decide what charges 
the driver will face.
Ifitch @ lan thorn .com
Graduation rates reach 52.4 percent
Triumphant finale: A group
zitntrmn
GVl Archive I Pet* Tabberer
of GVSU graduates wait in line to walk across the stage and receive their diplomas at Grand Valley State University's May 2008 commencement ceremony
By Ellen Hensel
GVL Staff Writer
In its Accountability Report for 
2008, Grand Valley State University’s 
graduation rate lies in the middle of the 
15-member, public state university pack 
standing at 52.4 percent.
The figure, which represents a six- 
year stint at GVSU, has improved from 
past years, but Provost Gayle Davis said 
she continues to hope for progress.
On Saturday, about 800 students will 
receive their diploma at commencement 
after years of hard work. These students 
represent half of the students that have 
been at GVSU for six years or less. 
Universities have begun recording 
graduation rates using the six-year 
figures because that is more typical of the 
college student, Davis said. The current 
graduation rate can be attributed to 
students taking on more responsibilities 
outside of completing their degree, she 
added.
“We are not happy with it,” Davis 
said. “We have been looked at targets. 
It is hard to increase in a real fast way 
because you have one class going 
through.”
She added the four-year graduation 
rate hovers in the low 20s.
“(The current rate) has a lot to do 
with the fact that we have students that 
are spending a lot of money to live on 
campus and be in school and are unable 
to enter the workforce in a timely 
manner," Davis said. “We are trying 
to help students see the advantages 
of putting finishing their education as 
their first priority, but it doesn’t always 
help.”
GVSU’s six-year graduation rate 
is seventh in the state, lagging behind 
schools like the University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor and Michigan State 
University, both of which have 88.3 
percent and 74.3 percent graduation 
rates, respectively. Although graduation 
rates are not singular measures of
See Graduate, A2
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‘Tobacco free’ not an option at GV
By Katie Wendt
GVl. Staff Writer
Although Grand RapidsCommunity 
College became “tobacco free” on Nov. 
20, Grand Valley State University will 
maintain its current smoking policy.
GRCC obtained a city ordinance 
creating a zone around the campus 
to ensure no one will smoke or use 
tobacco in that area, said Liz Timmer, 
the coordinator at GRCC for the 
Learning Academy for Faculty and 
Staff.
“We are basically trying to make a 
healthier learning environment for the 
students and the employees,” Timmer 
said.
She added the zone includes the 
w holecampus,eliminating possibilities 
for people to smoke on the sidewalks 
surrounding the 
campus or even in 
their cars.
“The policy says 
it is our property 
and anything on our 
property, including 
vehicles, must
be tobacco free,”
Timmer said.
GRCC staff began 
looking at this plan 
more than a year 
ago, and created it 
in a way that would 
be widely supported 
and encourage people to recognize 
nicotine use as an addiction. Timmer 
said.
She added the policy not only creates 
a healthier learning environment, but 
will positively affect the school in 
other ways.
“There will be a financial impact in 
which our custodial staff won’t have 
to spend their time walking around 
sweeping up cigarette butts,” Timmer 
said.
Matt McLogan, GVSU’s vice 
president for University Relations, 
said GRCC’s decision will not affect 
the smoking policy at GVSU since the 
policy is still new. GVSU’s current 
policy states one must be 25 feet away 
from a building to smoke and there is 
no smoking inside buildings.
“The task force appointed 
by President (Thomas J.) Haas 
recommended new restrictions 
that have only just taken effect,” 
McLogan said. “We will need some 
additional time to see how compliance 
and enforcement issues are being 
handled.”
He added the new policy seems 
to be working well since it went into 
effect in May, and smoking restrictions 
seem to be accepted at GVSU since 
the school banned smoking in all 
buildings a decade ago.
McLogan also said the group who 
created thecurrent policy had thought 
about a complete ban on smoking, 
like the one GRCC implemented.
“The task force considered, but 
did not recommend, a total ban on
smoking, finding there was little
support on campus 
for such a policy,” 
McLogan said.
The group that 
created the policy 
also held public 
hearings last spring 
before implementing 
the restrictions, he 
added.
Allen Wygant, the 
director of the Pew 
Campus Security, 
said the downtown 
campus does not 
see a change in the 
future either, as they uphold the same
policy as the Allendale Campus.
He added they are doing their best 
to enforce the policy.
“If faculty or staff doesn't comply, 
they are referred to supervisors or the 
university deans,” Wygant said. “If 
they are students, they are referred 
through student referrals or to the 
dean’s office.”
He said the people he has 
encountered and asked to stay out 
of the 25 foot zone have agreed to 
adjust to the policy.
“We interact^ often with the 
university community on this and 
we are seeing compliance,” Wygant 
said.
kwendt@lunthorn.com
“The (GVSU) task force 
considered, but did 
not recommend, a 
total ban on smoking, 
finding there was little 
support on campus for 
such a policy.”
MATT MCLOGAN
GVSU VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
GVL / Kim Miller
Smoking policy: GVSU senior Kristen Oppenneer stands outside Mackinac Hall and smokes a 
cigarette GVSU s smoking policy states smokers must stand 25 feet from any building's entrance
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Corrections
In the Nov. 24 issue of the Lanthorn it was mistakenly reported that 
David Rathbun was the chair of the University Academic Senate Rathbun 
was the chair of the University Curriculum Committee
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Common Exams: Some courses with multiple sections hold common 
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Courtesy Chart / www.gvsu.edu
Monday, December 8,2008
8:00-9:50 AM 
10:00-11:50 AM 
12:00-1:50 PM 
2:00-3:50 PM 
4:00-5:50 PM
Tuesday, December 9,2008
8:00-9:50 AM 
10:00-11:50 AM 
12:00-1:50 PM 
2:00-3:50 PM 
4:00-5:50 PM
Wednesday, December 10,2008
8:00-9:50 AM 
10:00-11:50 AM 
12:00-1:50 PM 
2:00 - 3:50 PM 
4:00-5:50 PM
Thursday, December 11,2008
0:00-9:50 AM 
10:00-11:50 AM 
12:00-1:50 PM 
2:00-3:50 PM 
4:00-5:50 PM 
Friday, December 12,2008 
8:00-9:50 AM 
10:00-11:50 AM 
12:00-1:50 PM 
2:00-3:50 PM 
4:00-5:50 PM
Evening Classes: Final examinations for evening classes (those beginning 
5:30 pm or later) will be held on the first regular meeting time during the final 
examination period, beginning Monday, December 8 at 6:00 PM Note that 
classes which begin at 5:30 will begin their exams at 6 p.m.
Saturday Classes: Final examinations will be held on Saturday, 
December 13 during the regular meeting time.
Monday at 8:00 or 8:30 AM 
Tuesday at 8:00 or 8:30 AM 
Tuesday at 1:00 or 1:30 PM 
Monday at 2:00 or 2:30 PM
Monday at 5:00
Monday at 9:00 or 9:30 AM 
Tuesday at 9:00 or 9:30 AM 
Monday at 10:00 or 10:30 AM 
Monday at 1:00 or 1:30 PM 
Tuesday at 2:00 or 2:30 PM
Tuesday at 10:00 or 10:30 AM 
Monday at 11:00 or 11:30 AM 
Tuesday at 11:00 or 11:30 AM 
Monday at 12:00 or 12:30 PM 
Monday at 4:00 or 4:30 PM
Tuesday at 3:00 or 3:30 PM 
Tuesday at 12:00 or 12:30 PM 
Wednesday at 1:00 or 1:30 PM 
Monday at 3:00 or 3:30 PM 
Tuesday at 4:00 or 4:30 PM
Wednesday at 3:00 or 3:30 PM 
Wednesday at 12:00 or 12:30 PM 
Wednesday at 2:00 or 2:30 PM 
Wednesday at 8:00 or 8:30 AM
Tuesday at 5:00
Note: If your examination time does not appear above, it will be announced 
In class by your instructor after the beginning of the semester.
Next week marks the start of fall semester 
final exams. Below is the final exam 
schedule tor Grand ^^allev State University
Class Time Lecture Is Given Exam Period
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News in Brief
Community college to 
offer contract to GV dean
Elaine Collins, Grand 
Valley State University’s 
dean of the College of 
Education, may become 
the next president of St. 
Clair County Community 
College.
St. Clair’s board of 
trustees voted 6-0 at a 
November meeting to offer 
Collins a contract.
The board’s seventh 
member, David Oppliger. 
was absent.
In October, the board 
named her its top pick out 
of three candidates, which 
included Darlene Miller, 
president of Manchester 
Community College in 
New Hampshire and 
Gary Sullenger, executive 
director of Westwood 
College in Georgia.
St. Clair’s previous 
president. Rose Bellanca, 
resigned in August citing 
tension and conflict with 
trustees, according to 
the Times Herald of Port 
Huron
Collins has worked 25 
years in higher education, 
including time as vice 
president of Arts and 
Sciences at the West Shore 
Community College.
She received her 
bachelor’s degree from the 
University of California, 
Los Angeles, a master’s 
degree from the University 
of California at Davis and 
a doctorate in education 
policy and leadership from 
Ohio State University.
Pew Campus buildings 
evacuated due to smoke
The Kennedy Hall of 
Engineering, Keller Lab 
and Eberhard Center were 
evacuated Nov. 24 after a 
physics lab began to emit 
smoke.
Officials suggested 
a blown transformer on 
Fulton Street may have 
caused the problem.
Classes were able to 
resume after about an hour 
and a half.
The Grand Rapids Fire 
Department responded, 
though no fire was found.
GVSU beats SVSU, wins 
walking challenge
Faculty and staff nabbed 
the Golden Shoe trophy for 
GVSU this year, beating 
•, out Saginaw Valley State 
; University.
Both schools were 
; involved in the exercise 
)• program,the Walking Works 
j Pedometer Challenge, for 
six weeks.
With 54,777 miles,
• GVSU participants traveled 
! about 35.000 miles more 
! than SVSU participants.
The challenge began 
| Sept. 15 and participants 
j kept track of their steps 
; online.
Walking Works at GVSU
• is sponsored by the Health 
i and Wellness departments 
S and will continue until 
! Friday
; Professor wins state 
; sociology award
A GVSU sociology 
‘ professor received the Larry 
J T. Reynolds Award for 
: Excellence at the Michigan
• Sociological Association's
• annual conference this
• year.
Jennifer Stewart, an 
! associate professor of 
!• sociology since 2001, was 
; nominated by her GVSU 
; colleagues for the award.
In addition to her
• professorial duties, Stewart 
is the creator of the Act
\ on Racism troupe, which 
: features student portrayals 
/ of examples of racism 
l, and discrimination in a 
J workshop setting.
The troupe has performed 
1 for classes and community 
, audiences and they gave 
\ a presentation at the MSA 
; conference.
; The Larry T. Reynolds
• Award was established
• in 2006 to recognize
• outstanding teaching in the 
! field of sociology.
Off-campus housing builds downtown criticism
GVl Archive / Pete Tabberer
Housing: Land on Seward Avenue proposed for downtown housing has sparked 
heated debate between city planners and community members in recent months
By Rebecca Beard
GVl. Senior Reporter
Facing neighborhixxl
opposition, two proposed student 
housing complexes have hit 
considerable snags, prompting 
the question of whether Grand 
Valley State University’s growth is 
adversely affecting local residential 
areas.
The developers of the proposed 
complexes, located on Lexington 
and SewanJ avenues in Grand 
Rapids, are not affiliated with 
GVSl
Earlier this year. Grand Rapids' 
school board members were 
set to sell the former Lexington 
Elementary Schcx)l to developer 
Edward Shaffran, who planned 
to convert it into apartments for 
GVSU students.
However, a neighborhcxxl 
group intending to use the 
building as a community center 
put in a competing bid, which was 
supported by district leaders.
The group needs to raise 
$690.(XX) by Jan. 15. or it will be 
sold to Shaffran.
As for the proposed apartments 
on Seward Avenue, Grand Rapids 
city commissioners failed to 
approve a necessary rezoning 
request for the 24-unit townhouse
project.
“I think the fear is that more 
and more density would increase 
traffic and noise and change the 
neighborhcxxl character,” said 
liindon Bartley, Grand Rapids 
city planner. “But it’s not limited 
to this neighborhixxl. If there are 
outside forces that are changing 
the character of any neighborhtxxl, 
people don’t know if the changes 
will be positive or negative. They 
think things are going tine, so why 
change.”
People living nearby the 
proposed apartments would like 
the area to continue to house single 
families, and the primary issue is 
how the two conflicting sides can 
work it out. Bartley said.
“Yes. Grand Valley is expanding 
and students are going to have to 
live somewhere.” he said. “The big 
challenge is how can more people 
live in that neighborhtxxl without 
affecting the character.”
It is easy to see both sides of the 
issue. Bartley added.
“Noone is being unreasonable," 
he said. "The university understands 
how much pressure they put on 
a neighborhtxxl ... the neighbors 
aren't being unreasonable either - 
no one wants their quality of life to 
be hurt.”
While the proposed apartments
are not owned 
by t>r affiliated 
with GVSU, 
administrators 
do maintain 
an interest in 
the nearby
communities, 
said Matt 
M c L o g a n , 
vice president 
for University 
Relations.
“Grand Valley always wants to 
be not just a good neighbor, but a 
great neighbor,” he said.
In addition to students who 
are respectful of their neighbors, 
GVSU has invested a lot of money 
in downtown Grand Rapids, which 
has helped improve property value, 
Mclogan said.
Therefore, GVSU and 
surrounding communities benefit 
each other.
“I really don’t (think there’s 
tension),” he said. “I also think 
neighbors understand that we do 
not control arrangements between 
students and landlords.”
GVSU essentially has its own 
government for its campuses and 
is not bound to ordinances set up 
in Allendale or Grand Rapids. 
McLogan said. But off-campus 
properties must be developed
through the lix:al governing 
bodies.
It is important to maintain a 
balance between student family 
housing, said Allendale Township 
Supervisor Jerry Alkema.
“Grand Valley has its own 
property and they can pretty much 
do what they want,” he said. “We 
don’t have a lot to do with it. But 
off campus, we have control over 
that and we work with developers 
on a significant amount of area.”
And despite a voting record 
that would indicate opposition to 
student housing developments.
Alkema said he merely wants to 
maintain Allendale’s structure.
“What really spurred my votes 
was when we started stepping out 
- rezoning properties for different 
uses,” he said. “They were slated 
for single family use, and they were 
getting changed.”
But Alkema added Allendale has 
the space to provide housing for the 
ever-growing GVSU student body.
“lockily we have enough room 
so that everybody can have a piece 
of it,” he said.
rheard@ lanthorn xom
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Grant: Grand Valley State University undergraduates have the opportunity to do 
significant research thanks to a $460,000 grant to the chemistry department.
GVl / Alicia Wireman
Hope history: Hope College's chemistry department has also received grants
$460,000 grant awarded 
to GVSU chemistry
By Catherine Dugan
GVL Staff WYiter
A grant received by the chemistry department 
has given four students the opportunity to do hands- 
on research rarely available to undergraduates.
Without the almost $460,0(X) in grant money. 
Grand Valley State University would not be able to 
do research of this magnitude.
There is some internal funding 
that would be provided, but no 
where near the amount of the 
three-year grant, said Brad Wallar, 
assistant professor of chemistry.
“One strength of Grand 
Valley is its incredible number 
of qualified students that want 
research opportunities,” he said.
“One weakness is we can’t 
provide them the opportunities.”
One of the main goals is 
to train undergraduates to do 
research that has enough merit to 
contribute to the field, he added.
“It’s the whole process of 
solving a problem that has never 
been solved before," Wallar said.
Because the students work full time during the 
summer they are truly able to immerse themselves 
in the research, he added.
One of the objectives stated in the project 
summary for the research is to engage 
undergraduates in experimentally-based research 
in order to provide them with a comprehensive 
education in the basic life sciences.
The grant money gives this opportunity to 
students like Brittany Benson, a senior chemistry 
major.
During the summer, she and three other students 
worked full time doing research with Wallar.
However, during the year, Benson does research 
five to eight hours a week.
“Being independent and conducting your own 
experiments isn’t something every individual gets 
to do,” she said.
One experiment Benson has been working on 
deals with a kind of protein to determine whether it 
will bind to itself. By knowing the structure of the 
protein, it could lead to a possible cancer therapy 
in the future.
While Wallar has been working on this research 
for a while, Benson was able to join him this 
summer because of the grant money.
This grant gives GVSU a lot 
of exposure because not many 
institutions allow undergraduate 
students to do independent 
research, she said.
One school nearby that allows 
undergraduates to do research 
is Hope College. They recently 
received almost $150,000 in a 
Homeland Security grant. This 
is just one in a string of grants 
the school has received. About 
$2 million in external grants 
have already been awarded to the 
school this year.
Graham Peaslee, the chair 
of the chemistry department at 
Hope, said this specific grant 
will help two or three students a year to be able 
to work on the research, which will deal with the 
luminescence of minerals. The three-year grant 
will help between six and eight students.
Doing the hands-on work benefits students 
greatly, Peaslee said.
“They leam something outside of the textbook,” 
he added. “Most of life doesn’t come with an 
answer book.”
Students arc able to figure out for themselves 
what does not work and then analyze why it did 
not, Peaslee said.
From the research, Peaslee said he would like to 
be able to get more grant money to continue doing 
research and be able to publish material about the 
findings.
cduRan® lanthorn x'om
“(Through research, 
students) learn 
something outside of 
the textbook. Most of 
life doesn't come with 
an answer book.”
GRAHAM PEASLEE
HOPE COLLEGE CHEMISTRY 
DEPARTMENT CHAIR
Community members visit centers in record-breaking numbers
Office of 
Multicultural Affairs
GVl / Lindsey Waggoner 
Three centers: Largely due to their 
new locations, GVSU's Women's 
Center, LGBT Resource Center and the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs have 
reported record numbers of visitors
4 + <•
LesOian; Gay. Bisexual & Transgendered Resources G
By Ryan Hanna
GVl. Staff Writer
The snow might be falling, but 
the number of Grand Valley State 
University community members 
who use the Women’s Center, the 
LGBT Resource Center and the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs is 
steadily rising.
All three centers reported high 
numbers of students, faculty and 
staff using their facilities during the 
fall semester of 2(X)8 for resources, 
studying or lounging.
A total of 1.934 people used 
the Women’s Center’s services in 
August, September and October 
2(X)8. When compared to the same 
periixl in 2007. the number has 
increased by 586 people.
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, the 
director of the Women’s Center, 
said such a dramatic increase is due 
to the center’s new location, which 
opened its doors in Kirkhof Center 
in August 2008.
"TTie new ltx:ation is an 
incredibly welcoming space,"
Kowalski-Braun said. "The 
Women’s Center has a library
and a place to relax, so it’s now a 
resource for all different kinds of 
interactions"
Kowalski-Braun added the new 
location not only helps increase the 
number of visitors to the center, but 
it gives more space to the interns 
and volunteers who work there.
“(The Women’s Center’s 
progress) speaks volumes about the 
university’s commitment to gender 
education and equity issues.” she 
said. “It’s important to have a visual 
place people can come (visit) to 
explore women’s issues"
The LGBT Resource Center 
reported 1.408 visitors since it first 
opened in the Kirkhof Center in 
August 2008, averaging to about 
94 visitors per week.
These statistics cannot be 
compared to the same periixl last 
year because the LGBT Rcsixuce 
Center did not have an official 
location at that time. However, 
center director Milt Ford said he 
believes the numbers are high for a 
new center and noteworthy.
“You can tell from the number 
of visitors the center is doing a lot," 
Ford said. “(The center) is creating
a space where LGBT students can 
be themselves in a way they can’t 
elsewhere on campus.”
Ford added the high numbers 
demonstrate the importance of 
giving students a place they can 
identify w ith and make their own.
The OMA also reported a high 
number of community members 
having attended its events since 
August 2008.
The office reported about 150 
people having attended the “latino 
Voices. latino Votes” lecture and 
more than 200 people at “Does 
Race MatterT’
Connie Dang, the interim 
director of OMA, said a large 
number of students arc participating 
in such programs because of OM A’s 
location.
OMA’s new location in the 
Kirkhof Center has been very 
beneficial.
“A lot of students didn’t know 
we were lexated in the Lower 
Commons because we were tucked 
away.” she said. “Now we’re 
conveniently located in a hub of 
student activity.”
rhanna® lanthorn com
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Michigan in Brief
State gives Detroit schools 
'final chance' to fix budget
LANSING, Mich. (AP) 
- The state superintendent 
is giving the Detroit Public 
Schools one last chance to 
fix its budget mess or else an 
emergency financial manager 
will be appointed.
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Michael Flanagan 
wrote a letter to Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm Monday saying a 
consent agreement with the 
district is in effect.
But he adds he won't hesitate 
to appoint a financial manager 
if the district doesn't work 
tirelessly to meet terms in the 
consent agreement.
Flanagan says he still has 
“serious concerns” about the 
district’s ability to extricate 
itself from “dire financial 
circumstances.” There are 
concerns the district's previous 
plan to eliminate a $400 million 
deficit lacked specifics.
Broken tree stand causes 
Michigan hunter's fatal fall
HURON TOWNSHIP, 
Mich. (AP) — A Harbor Beach 
hunter died after falling 25 feet 
from a malfunctioning tree 
stand in Michigan's Thumb.
Huron County Sheriff Kent 
Tibbrts says in a news release 
a bolt in the stand may have 
broken or come loose, causing 
the stand to separate from the 
tree and sending Scon David 
Booms to the ground.
The Huron Daily Tribune of 
Bad Axe and WSGW AM say 
the 33-year-old was pronounced 
dead at Harbor Beach 
Community Hospital after the 
Sunday afternoon accident.
Booms’ two minor sons and 
brother-in-law were near the 
tree when he fell.
Parents charged in chained 
Centrevthe gill's death
CENTREVILLE. Mich. 
(AP) - The St. Joseph 
County prosecutor has hied 
manslaughter and child-abuse 
charges against the father and 
adoptive mother of a teenager 
who died in a Centreville house 
fine while chained to her bed.
Douglas Fisher says he filed 
the charges Monday against 
Anthony and Marsha Sponger 
in a court complaint
Each is to be arraigned Dec. 
15 before St. Joseph County 
District Judge William Welty. 
Each faces up to 15 years in 
prison if convicted of either 
charge.
Sixteen-year-old Calista 
Springer died in her second- 
floor bedroom in the February 
fire.
Telephone messages seeking 
comment were left with Sturgis 
lawyer Michael Mestelle and 
Kalamazoo attorney Victor
Bland.
12-time drunken driver 
arrested on same charge
CADILLAC, Mich. (AP) - 
A man with a dozen drunken 
driving convictions has been 
arrested on the same charge 
after leading police on a short 
car chase.
Michigan Stale Police tell 
The Cirand Rapids Press the 
man also faces his eighth driving 
without a license charge.
Police tned to stop the man’s 
pickup truck early Monday in 
Cadillac, about 90 miles north 
of Grand Rapids, after a gas 
stain in clerk reported he was 
driving while intoxicated.
The motorist eventually 
pulled into a parking lot, striking 
a police car.
Police: Man, 91, apparently 
strangles wife, 87
FORT GRATIOT. Mich 
(AP) - St. Clair County 
authorities are considering 
what charges to file in the case 
of a 9I-year-old man they say 
apparently strangled his 87-year- 
old wife, who hail Alzheimer's 
disease
Authorities say the husband 
then tned to kill himself by 
slitting his wnsts
The man is being treated 
Monday at Port Huron 
Hospital
The Times Herald of 
Pott Huron says the incident 
happened at the couple’s home 
at Sanctuary at Mercy Village 
on Thursday.
Obama picks Clinton, Gates for Cabinet
Obama announces top 
tier advisers on foreign, 
national security issues
By Liz Sidoti
Associated Press Writer
CHICAGO (AP) - President-elect Barack 
Obama picked a national security team headed 
by former campaign rival Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and Bush administration holdover 
Robert Gales on Monday, and said he wants 
to consult with military commanders before 
settling on a firm timetable to withdraw U.S. 
combat tnxips from Iraq.
Obama said a newly completed agreement 
between Iraq and the Bush administration 
covering U.S. troop presence signals “a 
transition period in which our mission is 
changing" after a long war. The president­
elect campaigned on a call to pull out most 
combat troops within 16 months of taking 
office, a period he said he still believes “is the 
right time frame.”
Obama named Clinton, a New York 
senator, as secretary of state and said Gates 
would remain as defense secretary, a post he 
has held for the past two years.
At a news conference, the president-elect 
also introduced retired Marine Gen. James 
Jones as White House national security 
adviser, former Justice Department official 
Eric Holder as attorney general. Arizona Gov. 
Janet Napolitano as secretary of homeland 
security and Susan Rice as ambassador to the 
United Nations.
The announcements rounded out the top 
tier of the team that will advise the incoming 
chief executive on foreign and national 
security issues in an era marked by wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and terrorism around 
the globe.
“I assembled this team because I am a 
strong believer in strong personalities and 
strong opinions,” he said. “I think that’s 
how the best decisions are made. One of 
the dangers in a White House, based on my 
reading of history, is that you get wrapped up
AP Photo / Charles Dharapak
New cabinet: President-elect Barack Obama stands with Secretary of State designate Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N Y, right, and Vice President-elect Joe 
Biden, left, at a news conference about his new cabinet appointments, in Chicago, Monday Also announced were Marine Gen James Jones as White House 
national security adviser, former Justice Department official Eric Holder as attorney general and Arizona Gov Janet Napolitano as secretary of homeland security.
in group-think and everybody agrees with 
everything ... So I am going to be welcoming 
a vigorous debate inside the White House."
“But understand, I will be setting policy as 
president. I will bt responsible for the vision 
that this team carries out. and I will expect 
them to implement that vision once decisions 
are made.”
Obama now has selected half the 
members of his Cabinet, and is filling out 
tlie top echelons of his administration at an 
unusually quick pace during his transition as 
he seeks to fulfill his goal of being able to "hit 
the ground running" when he takes the oath 
of office on Jan. 20.
He introduced Clinton first, saying of his 
former presidential rival. “She possesses an 
extraordinary intelligence and toughness.
and a remarkable work ethic. ... She is an 
American of tremendous stature who will 
have my complete confidence, who knows 
many of the world's leaders, who will 
command respect in every capital and who 
will clearly have the ability to advance our 
interests around the world.”
The president-elect, reprising a campaign 
vow. said he would give the military a 
new mission as soon as he takes office: 
“responsibly ending the war in Iraq through 
a successful transition to Iraqi control." In his 
announcement remarks, he did not mention 
his oft-repeated pledge to w ithdraw most U.S. 
combat troops within 16 months, although he 
referred to it in response to a question several 
moments later.
Clinton. Holder. Napolitano and Rice all
require confirmation by the Senate.
Jones, as a White House official, does 
not. Nor does Gates, already confirmed to his 
post.
Clinton will give up her seat as a senator 
from New York to join the Obama Cabinet. 
Her appointment was preceded by lengthy 
negotiations involving her husband, the 
former president, whose international 
business connections posed potential conflicts 
of interests.
The former president agreed to disclose the 
donors to the foundation that built his library, 
as well as contributors to his international 
foundation.
Gates' appointment fulfilled a campaign 
promise by Obama, the naming of a 
Republican to his Cabinet.
Russia to upgrade missiles to evade U.S. in space
By Vladimir Isachenkov
Associated Press Writer
MOSCOW (AP) - Russia's 
military is planning to upgrade its 
missiles to allow them to evade 
American weapons in space and 
penetrate any prospective missile 
shield, a Russian general said 
Monday.
In comments to the Interfax news 
agency. Russia’s Strategic Missile 
Forces chief, Col.-Gen. Nikolai 
SolovLsov, as saying that Russia's 
intercontinental 
ballistic 
missiles will 
be modernized 
to protect them 
from space-based 
components of 
the U.S. missile 
defense system.
The upgrade 
will make 
the missiles’ 
warheadscapable 
of flying “outside 
the range” of 
the space-based
system, SolovLsov was quoted as 
saying.
SolovLsov reportedly said the 
military will commission new RS- 
24 missiles equipped with state-of- 
the-art systems to help penetrate a 
missile shield. He did not specify 
that Moscow intended to penetrate a 
U.S. missile shield, but the Kremlin 
has fiercely opposed the U.S. plan
Russian strategic 
nuclear forces... 
will be capable of 
delivering a strike of 
retribution
NIKOLAI SOLOVTSOV
RUSSIA'S STRATEGIC MISSILE 
FORCES CHIEF
to deploy a battery of 10 missile 
interceptors in Poland and a related 
radar in the Czech Republic.
Russia has criticized U.S. plans 
for space-based weapons, saying 
they could trigger a new arms race. 
Washington has resisted efforts by 
Russia and China to negotiate a 
global ban on weapons in space.
Reflecting Russia's suspicions 
about U.S. intentions, Solovtsov 
alleged Monday that the U.S. is 
considering the scenario of a first 
nuclear strike that 
would destroy 
most Russian 
missiles. A few 
surviving Russian 
weapons launched 
in retaliation could 
then be destroyed 
by the U5. missile 
defense system.
SolovLsov said 
the concept was 
not feasible.
“The 
Americans will 
never be able to 
implement this scenario, because 
Russian strategic nuclear forces, 
including the Strategic Missile 
Forces, will he capable of delivering 
a strike of retribution under any 
axirse of developmcnLs,” he was 
quoted hy Interfax as saying.
U.S. officials have said 
repeatedly that the prospective 
missile defense system isn't 
intended to be used against Russia.
But Russian leaders have dismissed 
U.S. claims that the sites in Poland 
and the Czech Republic arc 
intended to counter a missile threat 
from Iran, saying they will threaten 
Russia's nuclear forces.
The day after Barack Obama's 
victory in the U.S. presidential 
elections. President Dmitry 
Medvedev warned that Russia 
will respond to the US. plans by
deploying short-range missiles in 
iLs westernmost Kaliningrad region 
near Poland.
Medvedev and his predecessor 
and mentor, Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin, then took a step 
back, saying that Russia will only 
make the move if the U.S. deploys 
the missile defense in Europe. They 
expressed hope that the new U.S. 
administration will scrap the plan.
Although windfall oil revenues 
allowed the Kremlin to boost 
military budgets, Russian arms 
makers have had trouble producing 
new weapons because of the loss of 
key technologies and the exodus of 
qualified workers.
However,officials said a Bulava 
test last week was a success, and the 
test program was to be completed 
next year.
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Weapon show: A launcher of short-range Iskander missile rides in a column of Russian military vehicles during a rehearsal for 
the Victory Day military parade in downtown Moscow, in this April 29 file photo. President Dmitry Medvedev said Nov 5 Russia 
will deploy the short-range Iskander missiles to Russia's Kaliningrad region, which lies between Poland and the ex-Soviet republic 
of Lithuania on the Baltic Sea, in response to U.S. missile defense plans. He did not say whether the missiles would be fitted 
with nuclear warheads
German ‘Rockefeller’ to get half his gold coins back
AP Photo 1 Ted Fitzgerald
Refund: Christian Karl Gerhartsreiter, who calls himself Clark Rockefeller, will get 
back about half of the gold coins and cash seized by federal authorities after he 
was arrested for allegedly kidnapping his daughter. Reigh Boss
By Denise Lavoie
Associated Press Writer
BOSTON (AP) - The 
man who calls himself Clark 
Rockefeller will get hack about 
half of the gold coins and cash 
seized hy authorities after 
he was arrested for allegedly 
kidnapping his 7-year-old 
daughter.
Prosecutors agreed Monday 
to turn over 160 gold coins — 
worth about $140,000 — and 
$6,480 in cash so he can pay 
for his defense. Prosecutors 
and the man’s attorneys said 
the money came from a divorce 
settlement with his ex-wife.
He has pleaded not guilty to 
parental kidnapping.
Authorities say Rockefeller 
is actually German citizen 
Christian Karl Gerhartsreiter, 
who has been labeled a 
“person of interest” in the 
1985 disappearance of a San 
Marino, Calif., couple.
“Clark Rockefeller” was 
charged with kidnapping his 
daughter. Reigh, during a 
supervised visit in Boston in 
July. He was arrested in early 
August in Baltimore, where 
Reigh was found unharmed. 
The girl was returned to his 
ex-wife, Sandra Boss, who 
lives in London.
During the hearing in 
Suffolk Superior Court on 
Monday, Assistant District 
Attorney David Dcakin said 
prosecutors agreed to return 
half of the seized cash and coins 
because there was no evidence 
Gerhartsreiter obtained it 
illegally and he “has a right to 
pay for his defense.”
The agreement allows 
Gerhartsreiter’s defense to 
seek the return of the rest of 
the money at a later date.
In all, authorities had 
seized 321 gold coins and 
nearly $13,000 in cash when
Gerhartsreiter was arrested 
in Baltimore. Deakin said 
that prosecutors consider the 
money to be evidence of pre-* 
meditation in the kidnapping 
and plan to mention it at 
Gerhartsreiter’s trial.
Defense lawyer Tim Bradl 
said the Monday agreement 
also allows the defense tor 
get the keys to his client’s 
Baltimore condominium: 
Bradl said his client wants his 
attorneys to retrieve dolls in 
the condo and return them to 
his daughters.
The FBI said in August that if 
had matched fingerprints front 
Gerhartsreiter’s immigratiorf 
papers from the early 1980s to 
those taken from a wine glass 
he touched in July.
He has insisted in interviews 
that his name is Clark! 
Rockefeller and that he does 
not remember large chunks of 
his past.
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Suicide bombing: A man injured in a twin bombing near the entrance to a police academy is transported out of the 
emergency room at a hospital in Baghdad, Iraq, Monday At least 16 people were killed and 46 wounded in an almost 
•simultaneous double bombing near a police academy in eastern Baghdad
Iraq: Bombs kill more than 
j 30 in Baghdad, Mosul
By Hamid Ahmed
Associated Press Writer
BAGHDAD (AP) - A series 
of bombs struck U.S. and Iraqi 
security forces in Baghdad and 
the northern city of Mosul on 
Monday, killing at least 32 
people and wounding dozens, 
Iraqi officials said.
The bloody attacks came 
less than a week after the Iraqi 
parliament approved a security 
pact with the United States 
that lets the Americans stay in 
Iraq for three more years.
At least 16 people were 
killed in a nearly simultaneous 
double bombing near a police 
academy in eastern Baghdad.
A suicide attacker detonated 
hisexplosives vest packed with 
ball-bearings at an entrance to 
the academy, then a car bomb 
exploded about 150 yards 
away, apparently aimed at 
those responding to the initial 
blast, the U.S. military said.
The blasts occurred within 
minutes of each other on 
Palestine Street, according to 
police and witnesses.
One 22-year-old recruit who 
was injured in the attack said 
he had been standing in line 
with other applicants when the 
blasts occurred.
“We came today for 
appointment at the academy 
and I learned later that some of 
my friends were killed in the 
second explosion,” Ali Nasir 
said. “It seems that there is no 
security and terrorism will not
end.”
Bloodied police uniforms 
and a military boot left by 
victims were scattered with the 
crumpled metal hulk of the car 
bomb on the charred street in 
the aftermath of the bombing, 
according to Associated Press 
Television News footage.
Those killed included five 
policemen 
and 11
recruits, while 
the wounded 
included 11 
policemen and 
35 recruits, 
according 
to police 
and hospital 
officials who 
spoke on 
condition of 
anonymity 
because they weren't authorized 
to release the information.
The Iraqi and U.S. military 
gave slightly different 
numbers.
The Iraqi military 
spokesman Maj. Gen. Qassim 
al-Moussawi’s office put the 
casualty toll at II killed and 
34 wounded, while the U.S. 
military said 15 Iraqi police 
were killed and 35 people were 
wounded.
In the northern city of 
Mosul, a suicide car bomber 
detonated his explosives as a 
joint U.S.-Iraqi convoy drove 
by in a crowded commercial 
area, a police officer said. 
The officer also declined to be
identified for the same reason.
Mohammed al-Nuaimi, a 
30-year-old employee of a 
nearby tire store, said local 
businessmen had received 
verbal warnings that the 
explosion would occur so they 
should evacuate the area.
“We started to close our 
shops and people were trying 
to flee when 
a U.S.-Iraqi 
convoy passed. 
One minute 
later, a big 
explosion took 
place and I was 
thrown to the 
ground and lost 
consciousness,” 
he said in a 
telephone 
interview from 
his hospital bed.
At least 15 people — most 
civilians — were killed and 
30 wounded in that attack, the 
officer said. An official at the 
morgue where the bodies were 
taken confirmed the death 
toll.
Conflicting casualty tolls 
are common of bombings in 
Iraq.
Earlier Monday, a senior 
Defense Ministry official was 
wounded in a roadside bomb 
attack that killed one of his 
bodyguards, according to al- 
Moussawi.
The Shiite-led government 
assumed responsibility for the 
Sunnis in Baghdad this fall.
At least 16 
people were 
killed in a nearly 
simultaneous 
double bombing 
near a police 
academy in eastern 
Baghdad.
Space shuttle glides to safe landing in California
By John Antczak
Associated l*ress Writer
I EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE, Calif. (AP) - The 
Astronauts from the space 
shuttle Endeavour headed for 
a delayed reunion with their 
families Monday in Houston a 
day after touching down safely in 
California following a nearly 16- 
day mission to repair and upgrade 
the international space station.
I Stormy weather at the shuttle’s 
main Florida landing site forced 
controllers to divert Endeavour 
and its crew of seven astronauts 
across the country to Edwards 
Air Force Base, where it glided to 
Earth at 4:25 p.m. EST Sunday.
“It’s great to be back on the 
ground, and it’s great to be in 
California," shuttle commander 
Christopher Ferguson said, 
standing with three of his crew 
members on the tarmac near the 
shuttle.
The shuttle program's 124th 
mission remodeled the space 
station, doubled its crew capacity 
to six and repaired a rotating joint 
on a solar wing.
Endeavour delivered a new 
bathroom, kitchenette, exercise 
machine, two sleeping quarters, 
and a recycling system that 
converts astronauts’ urine and
sweat into drinking water.
The mission wasn't without 
setbacks, however. The urine 
converter required extra tinkering 
to get it to work, and astronaut 
Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper 
lost a $100,000 tool bag during 
a spacewalk to repair the solar­
wing joint.
Nonetheless, Ferguson called 
it ambitious and extremely 
successful.
“We improved the space 
station inside and out, of course, 
with the new water recycling 
system and then the solar rotary 
joint, which Heide and her team 
so adeptly managed to repair.” he 
said. “From what I’ve heard it’s 
performing very well.”
Endeavour's also delivered 
astronaut Sandra Magnus to the 
space station and brought home 
astronaut Gregory Chamitoff, 
who had spent six months aboard 
the station.
Chamitoff, Stefanyshyn-Piper 
and astronaut Donald Pettit did 
not accompany Ferguson when he 
spoke at day’s end, but Ferguson 
said they were “just fine.”
“Greg Chamitoff of course is a 
six-month space flier, and it takes 
just a little bit longer for them to 
reacclimate to the gravity and re­
adapt to being on Earth again,"
he said, adding that the other two 
were “keeping a good eye on 
Greg.”
Endeavour had to use a 
temporary runway at Edwards 
because the permanent runway is 
being revamped. The temporary 
strip is 12,(XX) feet long and 
200 feet wide, about 3.(XX) feet 
shorter and 100 feet narrower 
than the other.
The commander said using 
the temporary runway was “kind 
of a unique opportunity ... but I 
think it all worked out in the end 
very well.”
The astronauts also inspected 
the thermal-tile-coated underside 
of Endeavour after landing, and 
Ferguson said the orbiter “seems 
to have fared entry pretty well.”
The shuttle's California 
landing delayed reunions 
between astronauts and their 
families, who were waiting in 
Florida. The crew were due to 
be flown to Houston Monday 
to rejoin their families in the 
afternoon.
The diversion also means a 
delay in returning Endeavour 
to its home base. It takes about 
a week and costs $1.8 million 
to transport the shuttle from 
California to Florida atop a 
modified jumbo jet.
Landing: The space shuttle Endeavour comes in for a landing at Edwards Air Force Base, Sunday, in California Endeavour's landing 
ends a 16-day mission during which the shuttle flew to the international space station delivering a new bathroom, kitchen, exercise 
machine, sleeping quarters and recycling system designed to convert urine and sweat into dnnking water
Former mayoral aide 
pleads guilty in sex scandal
By Ed White
Associated l*ress Writer
DETROIT (AP) - Stoic and 
publicly silent through months 
of a sex scandal, the woman 
whose relationship with former 
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick led to 
his downfall broke her silence 
Monday, shedding tears as she 
pleaded guilty.
Christine Beatty, a former 
aide to the 
mayor, accepted 
a four-month 
jail sentence in 
exchange for 
admitting to 
obstruction of 
justice charges 
for her actions 
in a civil lawsuit 
brought by 
two police 
officers. The 
officers claimed 
Kilpatrick 
retaliated 
against them when they suspected 
wrongdoing by members of his 
inner circle.
Sexually explicit text messages 
between Kilpatrick and Beatty, 
published in January by the Detroit 
Free Press, contradicted witness- 
stand denials they were having an 
affair. Both were married at the 
time.
“I lied under oath,” Beatty 
told the judge, echoing the words 
Kilpatrick used during his own 
guilty plea in September.
“I did so with the intent to 
mislead the court and jury and 
to impede and obstruct the fair 
administration of justice.” she said 
in pleading guilty to two felonies.
Beatty, 38, initially was unable 
to choke back tears. Wayne 
County Circuit Judge Timothy 
Kenny gave her a moment to 
compose herself.
Beatty's jail sentence will 
begin Jan. 5. With credit for good 
behavior, she could be free in 100 
days.
Beatty, the mother of two 
young daughters who has since 
gotten divorced, had vigorously 
fought her case until Monday.
“It was time to get it over with, 
get on with her life, get it out of 
her children’s lives,” defense 
lawyer Mayer Morganroth said 
outside court. “Otherwise it goes 
on and on.”
Beatty refused to speak to 
reporters as she left the court.
Beatty wascharged with perjury, 
misconduct and obstruction of 
justice for her testimony before 
and during 
a 2007 civil 
trial in Wayne 
County.
“We live 
in an age 
where greed 
and protecting 
one's secrets 
is glorified 
and accepted. 
I am very 
pleased that 
this defendant 
admitted her 
guilt,” county 
Prosecutor 
Kym Worthy said later.
Kilpatrick, 38, pleaded guilty 
three months ago, resigned from
office and was sentenced to 120 
days in jail.
In the civil lawsuit, officers 
Gary Brown and Harold Nelthrope 
claimed their police careers 
suffered when Kilpatrick teamed 
they suspected misconduct by 
his security unit. Among the 
allegations: Police bodyguards 
helped cover up Kilpatrick’s 
extramarital affairs.
A jury ruled last year in favor of 
Brown and Nelthrope. Kilpatrick 
settled that case and another one 
for $8.4 million when he learned 
that a lawyer for the former 
officers had obtained the mayor’s 
text messages.
City Council members said 
they didn't know the deal carried 
secret provisions to keep a lid 
on messages between Kilpatrick 
and Beatty. ITien the Free Press 
published some excepts earlier 
this year.
Kilpatrick was ordered to pay 
$1 million in restitution to the 
city and surrender his law license. 
Beatty must pay $I(X)JXX) and 
cannot attend law school while on 
probation.
AP Photo / Daniel Mears
Truth: Former Detroit mayoral aide Christine Beatty pauses while tearfully
reading statements admitting to two felony charges agreed upon in plea deal 
in the city's text-messaging sex scandal in Judge Timothy Kenny's courtroom 
at the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice in Detroit on Monday Under a deal with 
prosecutors, Beatty pleaded guilty to obstruction of justice and agreed to four 
months in jail, five years of probation and $100,000 in restitution to the city.
“It was time to get it 
over with, get on with 
her life, get it out of 
her children's lives. 
Otherwise it goes on 
and on.”
MAYER MORGANROTH
CHRISTINE BEATTY'S DEFENSE 
LAWYER
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EDITORIAL-----------------------------------------------------------
The final week
As finals week approaches, 
students should remain focused 
and not celebrate until the proper 
time arrives.
Just as this week approaches its end, many 
students feel relieved as papers, projects and 
presentations are finally in the past. The stress is off 
and students can finally feel relaxed and free to take 
the weekend off.
But while it may seem suitable to celebrate the end 
of yet another semester, the most important week has 
yet to come.
Next week marks the beginning of finals, and 
while some students may have less than others, or 
perhaps have already taken many of their finals, 
next week is a time to stay focused on finishing the 
semester with a personal best.
In the majority of cases, a class final constitutes 
between 20 and 40 percent of the final grade. Having 
perfect attendance, acing papers and homework, 
padding a grade with extra credit or even over 
participating in a class can turn out to be pointless 
in the end if the concentration for a final is thrown 
away.
It’s pointless to work hard all semester just to 
disregard the last, and most important week of the 
past four months.
It’s OK to go out with friends this weekend and 
enjoy time that may not have been available as of 
late. But remember to keep partying to a minimum 
and drinking, provided it is done legally, to a 
reasonable limit that will not affect the attention that 
should be given to final exams.
So when the urge to go out this weekend and 
celebrate everything that is finished arises, 
remember that there remains an entire week of finals 
to begin. Don't jeopardize an entire semester worth 
of hard work for a weekend of inebriated bliss.
Instead, check another day off your winter break 
countdown calendar, make a Meijer run to stock up 
on Red Bull and Doritos and justify a weekend of 
watching “Grey’s Anatomy” re-runs as studying for 
that comprehensive biology exam.
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“(Prisoners of conscience) are held 
without trial and without evidence. 
It’s important for the international 
community to speak out and see 
justice prevail."
Kylie Cherpes
GVSU Amnesty International President 
on the importance of the Write-a-Thon
GVL OPINION POLICY -
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
l^nthom opinion page is to stimulate 
discussion and action on topics of interest 
to the Grand Valley Community .
Student opinions do not reflect those of 
the frrand Valley I .anthom.
The Grand Valley I .anthom welcomes 
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles 
of expression for reader opinions: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
letters must include the author’s name 
and be accompanied by current picture 
identification if dropped off in person.
I etters will be checked by an empkiyee of 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
letters appear as space permits each
issue. The limit for letter length is one 
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthorn will not be 
held responsible for errors that appear in 
print as a result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be 
withheld for compelling reasons.
The content, information and 
views expressed are not appmved by 
nor necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff.
EDITORIAL CARTOON
GVl / Elliot Slenk
YOUR INSIGHTS
Why did GVSU football lose on Saturday?
“For fear of
interceptions we started 
to run the ball, but our 
running game wasn't up 
to the challenge."
"I didn’t even know 
they lost. I don't usually 
watch football."
"They were missing key 
players on offense. Also 
they may have come 
into the game a little 
over confident."
"They might have lost 
because they didn't have 
their running back."
"Well, everybody can 
have a bad day."
Teresa Bowyer
Aquatic Sciences 
Sophomore 
Grosse lie, Mich.
Bharath Reddy Bandi
Bio Statistics
Masters
India
Adam Merrill
Hospitality and Tourism
Management
Junior
Grand Ledge, Mich.
Megan Tomasko
English Elementary
Education
Junior
Macomb, Mich.
Ray Jr. King
Undecided
Junior
Muskegon, Mich.
GVL STUDENT OPINION ------------------
Tis the season to be selfless?
I hate Christmas music.
Nonetheless, it has begun 
to dominate the airwaves and 
remind us the holidays are 
just around the comer.
Unlike Scrooge and 
myself, my friends love the 
music because it reminds 
them this is the season where 
people become nicer, give 
more and are selfless.
I have to disagree though, 
as 1 highly doubt people 
are selfless, or nicer for that 
matter. After all, those Long 
Island Wal-Mart shoppers 
who trampled an employee 
to death during Black Friday 
weren’t even being decent 
human beings.
However, around the
holidays people tend to give 
more time and money to those 
less fortunate. There are coat 
drives, families adopt other 
families and organizations 
make food and gift baskets 
for those in need. People 
volunteer at shelters and some 
ring the Salvation Army bell 
at the mall.
So, this leads to the 
question: Why do people 
donate time and money 
during the holidays, or why 
do people give at all for 
that matter ? You could be 
using this time to be with 
your family, or making 
more money. The money 
you donate could otherwise 
be used to pay off your 
credit card bills or buy more 
presents.
If you ask why people give 
time or money, most people 
would say they are try ing to 
make the world a better place.
But this isn’t the only
reason. The other reason, and 
I dare to say the real reason 
most people do any charitable 
work, is it makes them feel 
better about themselves after 
they do it.
Some may argue, what’s 
the problem with feeling 
better about yourself after 
doing a good deed? If 
you think about it though, 
sometimes giving time or 
money to charities may have 
benefited you more than the 
people it is meant to benefit.
A philanthropy study done 
by the Center on Philanthropy 
and Bank of America found 
46 percent of respondents 
said their charitable donations 
have a “greater impact 
on their own personal 
fulfillment” than on those 
who receive their gifts.
So you did your part 
during the holidays. You 
rang the hell out of that bell 
for four hours in the cold.
You cannot feel your fingers * 
and the only thing you get l 
in return is the satisfaction * 
of knowing you collected l 
money, which will help those; 
in need. I applaud your effort^ 
to make the world a better ; 
place. However, did you also* 
do it because you had to fulfill 
volunteer hours for your - 
organization? Did you do it sg 
you could show others what £ 
good person you are? Do yoi£ 
sleep better at night knowing; 
you at least attempted to help; 
others in need?
It isn’t necessarily bad « 
if you did it for your own « 
personal gain; people were * 
still helped in the process. " 
However, be willing to 
acknowledge your deeds 
weren’t entirely selfless and 
quite possibly benefited you - 
more than the people you 
were trying to help.
psaenz @ lanthorn xom
All I want for Christmas is a breath of fresh air
Sara
Commet
M / t ohmmist w
It looks a lot like 
Christmas across Grand 
Valley State University.
A healthy dose of snow 
quickly reminded us it’s 
winter, whether we like it or 
not.
Changes caused by colder 
temperatures are evident 
campus wide.
Students begin to navigate 
through buildings just to 
avoid walking outside to their 
classes, bicycles are seen 
less often on the sidewalk 
and cigarette smokers start to 
congregate by living center 
entrances.
I’m not going to expound 
upon the negative effects of 
smoking. Everyone knows 
it’s horrible for you. some 
people just chose to ignore
that fact when they started.
I respect their right to make 
that decision, but as a non­
smoking pedestrian -1 find 
it extremely irritating to walk 
through clouds of cigarette 
smoke on my way to class.
Some individuals 
experience no immediate 
adverse affects from 
secondhand smoke. I am not 
one of them - to me. smoke is 
nauseating. I can only imagine 
how terrible it must be for 
someone with asthma or 
sensitive allergies, as they are 
more severely impacted.
Some attempt to claim 
occasional exposure to 
secondhand smoke will do 
no harm Those sensitive to 
smoke, who may experience 
discomfort for hours after 
only a brief encounter, would 
not agree so readily.
I will admit smoking in 
public areas has decreased 
slightly since last semester, 
before the revision was made
to GVSU’s Smoking Policy. 
Evidently some people didn’t 
get that memo.
“Smoking is prohibited 
within 25 feet of any GVSU 
building, GVSU bus stop 
on University property and 
the Little Mac Bridge on 
the Allendale Campus,” the 
policy reads.
I was thrilled when this 
change was made. Finally, I 
would be able to walk across 
the bridge without being 
forced to breathe smoke ... 
apparently not.
Being able to walk into my 
living center’s entrance smoke 
free isn’t working out so well 
either. After getting a lung-full 
for the umpteenth time this 
semester. I realized maybe 
this policy is not working out 
as well as it could.
I am not going to claim all 
GVSU smokers are ignoring 
the new rules - many are 
not. Several weeks ago I saw 
one student pace out 25 feet
from his living center, smoke * 
his cigarette and walk back ’ 
only after he had finished. As’ 
silly as the policy may seem 
to you, many students truly 
appreciate those who choose ■ 
to obey it. Unfortunately, for - 
all of the students that follow’ 
the new restrictions, there arc 
just as many who do not. 1
Following the rules is not * 
a choice, as it would seem it ’ 
has become in this situation. * 
Maybe it would be easier 
to control if smoking were «• 
banned campus wide?
A few designated smoking 
areas would be much easier to 
monitor than the non-smoking 
ones we have now.
So to the smokers 
continuing to ignore •
regulations due to the 
inconvenience caused by 
inclement weather: I am 
politely asking you to find •• 
somewhere else to smoke, ’
scommet@ lanthorn jeoth
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Tribute impersonations: The Evolution event sponsored by Rhythm In Blue will feature members portraying many great 
artists of the past and present including Elvis Presley, Dorothy Dandridge, Salt-N-Pepa, Janet and Michael Jackson
just like the Grand Valley student 
body’s support in our endeavor to 
bring them entertainment.”
Rhythm In Blue Public 
Relations chair Kim Shine said 
she hopes students will attend 
Evolution to support members of 
the group.
“This event is free and provides 
fcxxi and it's something exciting to 
do,” she said. “It’s never been done 
before and will not disappoint. 
Plus. Rhythm In Blue always 
encourages positive support from 
the GVSU community. We love
great audiences and always try 
to give them the show that they 
deserve.”
Shine added she hopes students 
will just be entertained by the
event.
“Any time we can give tribute 
to dancers and promote our talents 
is always beneficial,” she said. 
“We are all about entertaining 
GVSU and educating them with 
new experiences through dance.”
Rhythm In Blue member 
Michael Brown willbeparticipating 
in performances portraying the
Nicholas Brothers, Michael 
Jackson and Beyonce. Brown 
encourages students to attend the 
event for its informational and 
entertaining elements.
“Hopefully this performance 
will publicize Rhythm In Blue 
more and show people that we are 
a versatile group," he added.
Evolution will take place 
Saturday at 8 p.m. in the Grand 
River Room in the Kirkhof 
Center.
ableeker@ lanthorn jcom
Evolution to 
bring Elvis 
back to life
By Allison Bleeker
GVL Staff Writer
Throughout the past few 
decades, there have been many 
memorable performers in jazz, 
hip-hop. rap and many other areas 
of music.
The Rhythm In Blue dance team 
will honor these great performers 
in a tribute show on Saturday.
The program. Evolution, will 
feature members of Rhythm In 
Blue dressing and performing as 
different musical artists.
The night will start out with 
a casual dinner, which will be 
followed with the evening’s 
entertainment.
“The program will attempt 
to cover all eras of music and 
performance dating back as far as 
the fantastic tap duo, the Nicholas 
Brothers, and Elvis Presley, to 
current performers like Beyonce 
Knowles and Chris Brown,” said 
Donte Harris, president of Rhythm 
In Blue. “Throughout the evening 
we will have anywhere from 
JO to 12 performances. These 
performances will be well diverse 
in respect to the style of dance 
ranging from tap/modem to hip- 
hop.”
Some of the greatest perf ormers 
from different time eras will be
portrayed, he added. Dance team 
members will dress similar to .he 
performers, as well as sing and 
dance similar to them.
Other performers who will 
be portrayed are Frankie Lymon, 
Dorothy Dandridge, Salt-N-Pepa, 
Janet and Michael Jackson, New 
Edition, Usher and Ciara.
Harris said the driving force 
behind the idea for Evolution 
was the desire of Rhythm In Blue 
members to pay tribute to the 
greatest performers of all time and 
also to demonstrate their talents as 
performers.
“This program was chosen 
because we wanted to think of a 
way that Grand Valley students 
could express their love for the 
art of performance by actually 
performing,” he added. “We 
figured portrayal was the biggest 
form of flattery."
Hams said he hopes students 
will attend Evolution so they may 
learn about eras of music that are 
not familiar to them.
“By attending this event 
students may get an insight into 
the world of performing that 
they never knew of by learning 
about performers that they had no 
previous knowledge of.” he said. 
“Support is another big factor in 
this program. We really would
Students head 'Into the Streets' for local service
By Brittney Mestdagh
GVL Staff Writer
Students interested in service 
opportunities for volunteer hours 
or personal benefits are encouraged 
to go Into the Streets.
Into the Streets, a program 
through the Community Service 
learning Center, takes a group 
of 10 students to local agencies 
in Grand Rapids one Friday each 
month.
This Friday, students will 
volunteer at Second Harvest
Gleaners.
“Second Harvest Gleaners is a 
local organization that collects and 
distributes overstocked fcxxi,” said 
Heather Hallagan, coordinator of 
the event.
Overstocked fcxxi comes from 
local groceries to the Second 
Harvest Gleaners warehouse to be 
redistributed to local soup kitchens, 
fcxxi pantries, homeless shelters 
and charity agencies, she said. 
Occasionally gnxery companies 
make a mistake and overstock
fcxxi, which would typically be 
thrown out.
Second Harvest Gleaners is the 
middle man taking the extra fcxxi 
and giving it to others who need it, 
Hallagan added. According to the 
Second Harvest Gleaners Web site, 
the organization distributed 20.3 
million pounds of fcxxi in 2007.
Hallagan encourages individual 
students or student organizations 
to sign up to help each month.
The Second Harvest Gleaners 
service project is full, but Hallagan
said those interested in the project 
can sign up on the waiting list or 
volunteer for a future project.
Volunteer hours are the same 
each month, from 1 to 5 p.m., but 
the service site is different.
Next year, service projects 
include the Humane Society 
of Kent County, Comprenew 
Environmental. American Red 
Cross of Greater Grand Rapids 
and I .and Conservancy of West 
Michigan. Students interested in 
any site are encouraged to sign up 
as soon as possible in the CSLC in 
the Kirkhof Center Room 1110-B.
The type of service involved 
depends on the project site. At 
Second Harvest Gleaners, students 
help stock food and other items 
to be redistributed throughout the 
area. Comprenew Environmental 
recycles equipment and 
electronics.
This is the first year for the Into 
the Streets program and Hallagan 
noted it has been a success. She 
said she hopes to expand the 
program next year with more 
service opportunities every month.
“It is a low-cost program that 
simply puts students out there to 
help,” she said.
The program partners with 
many agencies in the area, and 
Hallagan said she hopes to create 
more,giving students more options
to work in areas in which they arc 
interested.
[Each month, CSLC interns 
lead the sites and drive students to 
the event in a 15-person van rented 
by the CSLC, said lx>ra Stevens, 
an intern in the CSLC.
Site leaders alternate each 
month and make sure the volunteers 
arrive safely, help out and give 
feedback on their experiences w ith 
each project, said Cailin Przybyla, 
also an intern in the CSLC.
“It is a way for students to 
become familiarized with many of 
the issues that are going on in the 
Grand Rapids area,” Przybyla said. 
“It gets them out and interacting 
with the public to get a feel for 
different social problems like 
poverty and domestic violence.”
It makes them aware of new 
volunteer opportunities and allows 
them to interact more with non­
profit organizations, Stevens 
added.
Stevens noted it is also a great 
way to meet new people because 
the groups are small. Students 
have the opportunity to learn from 
and interact with everyone in the 
group.
“It is a good way to meet 
others and stay involved in the 
community,” Hallagan said
hmestdaxh@ lanthorn com
GVL Archive / Jaslyn Gilbert
Can collection: Members of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee sit in front of the food they collected for a past drive
Write-a-Thon sets goal of 150 letters for prisoners of conscience
By Susie Skowronek
GVl. Staff Writer
In many areas of the world, 
prisoners of conscience face torture 
through stress, extreme temperatures, 
inadequate shelter, minimal food and 
beatings.
Grand Valley State University 
Amnesty International invites students 
to make a difference in the international 
community during their annual Global 
Write-a-Thon.
The Write-a-Thon allows 
participants to focus on a few prisoners 
of conscience - those in prison because 
of their religion, political views 
or sexual orientation, said Ashley 
Wiseman, officer of Public Relations 
and Recruitment for GVSU Amnesty 
International.
This year, the organization provides 
several dates and locations so students 
can come out and show support. I he 
group will be in Henry Hall today from 
9 a m. to 6 p.m., in the Kirkhof Center 
on Friday from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and in 
AuSable Hall from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Students can help in many ways 
during the Write-a-Thon, Wiseman 
said. First, students can write letters 
to the government on behalf ol the 
prisoners. Students can also create 
holiday cards to show prisoners people
support them and want to provide them 
with strength through their captivity.
“When I sign that card, I form a 
connection with the person on whose 
behalf I am writing,” Wiseman said.
Providing no access to lawyers 
or family members, captors violate 
the need to have access to legal 
representation. Wiseman said.
“When prisoners 
are held without 
charge, they can 
theoretically be 
held indefinitely,”
Wiseman added.
“The Write-a-Thon 
makes students more 
aware of human 
rights and these 
violations occurring 
throughout the
world,"
GVSU Amnesty 
International 
president Kylie 
Cherpes set a goal of 150 letters for 
students to write and sign, but expects 
to have as many as 300 letters by the 
end of the Write-a-Thon to contribute 
to the national goal of 100,000 letters.
At the event, students have the 
option to write letters to the government 
following certain guidelines laid out 
by Amnesty International, Cherpes
said. The letters should be factual, but 
respectful, citing previous cases and 
backing up their argument.
Additionally, some letters are 
already prepared to send, and Amnesty 
International pays for postage.
It only takes 10 seconds to sign a 
card, compared to the years prisoners of 
conscience face unjust imprisonment, 
Cherpes said, adding, 
Amnesty International 
is not asking for a lot, 
but even one signature 
can go a long way.
“Our whole
organization is about 
human rights.”Cherpes 
said. “These people 
are held without trial 
and without evidence. 
It’s important for 
the international
community to speak 
out and see justice 
prevail.”
Because the prisoners come from 
different cultures and backgrounds, 
students cannot assume any one of 
them is part of a particular faith. 
Therefore, members of Amnesty 
International ask the holiday cards 
avoid the mention of religion. Instead, 
card makers are encouraged to send 
inspirational quotes with messages of
support.
Senior Tamie Bird agrees with 
Amnesty International's policy of 
restricting religion in the holiday 
cards.
“If you assume everyone has the 
same religious viewpoint, you are 
acting like the people who imprisoned 
them,” Bird said.
Before this year. Bird had not heard 
of prisoners of conscience and did not 
know about the purpose of the Write- 
a-Thon. Now she said she believes the 
Write-a-Thon is a worthwhile cause.
“Nobody should be imprisoned for 
their beliefs,” Bird said. “It’s unjust.”
After the Write-a-Thon. students 
are encouraged to continue speaking 
for the unfairly imprisoned. Wiseman 
said. Participants can join Amnesty 
International’s urgent network, the 
year-round version of Write-a-Thon. 
Those in the urgent network receive 
cases where students can write letters, 
keep informed and be a voice for 
others.
“It’s a powerful feeling when 
you sign a card and know what your 
signature is going toward,” Wiseman 
said. “Signing a letter only takes a 
second, but it makes a huge difference 
in someone’s life."
sskowronek@ lanthorn .com
“Signing a letter 
only takes a second, 
but it makes a 
huge difference in 
someone's life.”
ASHLEY WISEMAN
GVSU JUNIOR
Notes from abroad
Religion in Japan: 
My experience 
with spirituality
By Jacob Pierzchala
GVL Study Abroad Columnist
From a Western perspective, 
Japan may be viewed as 
religious, and rightfully so. Like 
other parts of East Asia, it has a 
significant amount of religious 
history that is radically different 
from the rest of the world. But 
in some ways, our detached 
perceptions become rather 
superficial.
Since 1 have been here, I have 
learned to see a deeper side of 
religion that goes far beyond my 
original perceptions of what is 
“Japanese.” In many ways, you 
could say my stay here has been 
quite spiritual.
In the first week of November, 
I was given the opportunity to 
go to Kyoto, Japan as a part of a 
small group with a professor and 
another student. The city itself 
is a popular tourist destination, 
largely because of its historical 
significance. It is easy to see 
much of it has been preserved, 
and other than the addition of 
some more modem structures 
such as the train station, which 
boasts a shopping mall and a 
hotel within the same complex, 
parts of the city retain a sense of 
stepping back in time. Ukewise, 
Kyoto is home to a large number 
of Shinto shrines and Buddhist 
temples, many of which we 
visited.
Among these places, one 
particular location seemed 
to stand out. While touring a 
house that was part of a larger 
group of temples, my professor 
pointed out a small piece of 
writing on the wall. He explained 
the combination of characters 
read, “Wash your mind.” And 
unexpectedly, we did just that. 
Sitting down on the tatami floor, 
we took in the peacefulness 
of the quiet room, open to the 
nature around us. I couldn’t help 
but ponder: What exactly does 
it mean to wash one’s mind? 
Perhaps it means we need to take 
each day a little slower in this 
crazy world of hyper technology. 
Maybe it means we need to 
take a moment to forget all our 
problems and see the beauty 
around us in the silence. Maybe 
we just need to change our lives.
In the very same week, 
through a unique turn of events,
I found myself attending a small 
gathering of Japanese Christians, 
a fact 1 find quite extraordinary 
considering only about 2 percent 
of the population of Japan 
identifies as Christian. Despite 
any reservations I held, as well 
as the difficulties we faced in 
communication. I felt something 
powerful that night. The people 
I met were humble. They were 
generous. But most of all, they 
were genuine.
After a gracious, more 
traditional meal, we read Luke 
Chapter 19, which tells of Jesus’ 
encounter with a man named 
Zacchaeus. I had heard this story 
before, but had never given it 
much thought. What does Jesus 
say to the man?
“Today, salvation has come to 
this (man’s) house.”
Its a simple, but profound 
story. Zacchaeus never said a 
prayer. He changed his life. He 
washed his mind.
Religion in Japan, like in the 
rest of the world, is neither static, 
nor is it universally accepted. 
What I find sets religion in Japan 
apart is it is very syncretic in 
nature.
Many religious values here 
are interwoven to form some 
very unique sets of beliefs, 
merging elements of Buddhism, 
Shintoism and even Christianity. 
Some may believe this is a 
compromise to one’s beliefs, 
or perhaps a way to reconcile 
unstable world views.
I believe that truth is not 
limited to one source, and 
through this experience, I have 
seen a different side of religion 
in Japan.
laker life® lanthorn com
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Hypnotist creates cheerleaders, Louie mascots
By Haley Otman
GVL Staff Writer
In the span of two hours, 
Louie the Laker, Grand Valley 
State University’s mascot, 
became Louie the Penguin, 
Louie the Bear and finally, 
Louie the Dolphin.
Another student hypnotized 
by Tom DeLuca Tuesday turned 
into a star cheerleader, complete 
with split jumps and 
cheers rooting for 
the different animal 
variations of GVSU’s 
beloved mascot.
“The only thing 
I remember is 
(hearing) things but 
(not being able to) 
move,” said John 
Chalko, a student 
who was hypnotized 
at the event.
Chalko said he awoke feeling 
refreshed, like he had taken 
a long nap, as promised by 
DeLuca.
DeLuca holds a master’s 
degree in psychology, and has 
appeared on “Good Morning 
America.” He has been profiled 
on “Dateline,” held the front 
cover of the Wall Street Journal
and has been featured in People 
and Rolling Stone magazines.
He began the night by 
choosing 20 volunteers from 
the Fieldhouse Arena audience 
amidst much screaming and 
cheering from the tilled seats 
and bleachers.
Calming music played as 
heads dropped, and DeLuca 
began talking and gesturing to 
those on stage, gauging their 
abilities to be 
hypnotized.
‘‘I just 
came to 
watch,” said 
Stephanie 
D i 11 w o r t h , 
who decided 
to attend 
after hearing 
a friend’s 
good words 
about last 
year’s hypnosis event.
Some students in the audience 
speculated about whether all 20 
volunteers were indeed under 
hypnosis, or if some were just 
pretending.
A handful of students were 
eventually asked to sit back 
down after DeLuca could tell 
the hypnosis did not work for
“The only thing 
I remember is 
(hearing) things but 
(not being able to) 
move.”
JOHN CHALKO
HYPNOTIZED STUDENT
them.
He began the show by 
allowing volunteers to imagine 
they were traveling to the best 
vacation they could imagine, 
and then deep-sea fishing After 
the fishing, they drove Ferraris 
until running into a roadblock - 
a crowd of cows.
Once the students realized 
their immense thirst, with 
DeLuca’s help, they milked 
the cows, and later enjoyed 
delicious ice cream made from 
that milk.
“You’re drivin’ the best cars, 
milkin’ the best cows, eatin’ the 
best ice cream” DeLuca told 
the students.
Later in the show, he patted 
people’s heads to give them 
individualized instructions, so 
different people would react in 
different ways to specific words, 
DeLuca said.
One man under hypnosis 
was told he desperately wanted 
to clean the stage with a green 
sponge, which was lying on the 
floor. The only problem was the 
sponge weighed 700 pounds.
The student tried and tried, 
but could not pick up the green 
sponge. DeLuca related this to 
real life, telling students not to
convince themselves they do not 
have the ability to do things.
“You obviously can do it,” 
he said, referring to picking 
up a sponge, but also to 
accomplishing feats such as 
school work.
He kept the night lighthearted, 
though, telling students the show 
would be silly and comical.
“(The show was) so much 
fun,” Dillworth said.
She said she was grateful to 
be able to attend an entertaining
show as a break from studying 
for finals.
otman @ lanthorn .com 
See more: Visit
Lanthorn.com for 
a slideshow
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Campus hypnosis: Hypnotist Tom DeLuca uses a voodoo doll to get students to dance during his show Tuesday night. DeLuca 
carefully crafts his hypnosis show to illustrate how innovative people can be when they are relaxed and free from pressure.
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You can blame the Lakers NCAA 
Division II Quarterfinal loss on Brad 
Iciek's performance, you can blame 
Todd Carter’s three missed field goals, 
you can blame Jimmy Berezik s arrest 
or Chuck Martin’s play calling.
You can blame it on whatever you 
like.
At the end of the day though, a loss 
is a loss, and pointing fingers won’t 
change the end result.
Grand Valley State University head 
coach Chuck Martin said all season he 
had a good football team — spending
Oh-No!
Pain from double overtime loss to Minnesota-Duluth still fresh for Lakers
most of the season at No. 1 in the 
coaches’ polls reaffirms that — with 
the potential to be a great team.
The 2(X)8 Lakers fall somewhere 
in between, somewhere between 
mediocrity and excellence. That's the 
catch about potential — it is a matter of 
doing, not what players, coaches or the 
GVSU community expects. Ultimately, 
it’s about getting results.
It all comes back to preparation, and 
the Lakers looked every bit unprepared 
for the Bulldogs of Minnesota-Duluth.
The Lakers were outplayed, and 
out coached. Saying the Lakers 
blew opportunities would be an 
understatement, those chances were 
thrown away or missed wide left time, 
and time and time again on Saturday.
The ball was not spread around 
almost enough. Minnesota-Duluth
covered Jonn Mathews and his bad 
ankle pretty well all afternoon. Despite 
giving up more than l(X) yards on the 
ground to Blake Smolcn.the Bulldogs 
eventually stalled the running game 
and forced Iciek to throw the ball. And 
without Smolen. a better receiver than 
a rusher, lined up at receiver an already 
anemic passing game suffered even 
more.
Iciek. one of the nation's most 
efficient passers all season, had his 
worst game as a Laker, completing 
just more than 25 percent of his passes 
and throwing three interceptions. It is 
undoubtedly a game he would like to 
forget.
Of the Lakers 269 yards of total 
offense, Smolen had 128 rushing while 
Mathews had another 129 receiving. It 
simply was not enough
Just as much as winning is a group 
effort, losing is as well. The Lakers 
did not incorporate other players on 
offense, which had been a strength 
throughout much of the season. And 
even with opportunities to take control 
of the game, when momentum was on 
their side, the Lakers appeared hesitant 
and not like the No. 1 team in the 
nation.
And certainly not a team fit to 
advance to the national semifinals.
For a senior class that started 
its careers with back-to-back 
championships, its last two end in 
disappointment.
Though the 2007 and 2008 seasons 
did not end with championship 
banners, it will prove to be beneficial 
to future teams. Next year’s team needs 
to be hungrier and continue to build
off of yet another deep playoff run. not 
where it compares to teams from 2005 
and 2006.
The year 2009 will bring a fresh 
start and more experience for players 
like Berezik and Iciek. Berezik should 
welcome new beginning, as he will be 
looked at to lead by example on and off 
the field.
But most of all. it will provide one 
final opportunity for Iciek. going into 
his senior year, to write his own legacy. 
Following in the footsteps of leaker 
greats Cullen Finncrty and Curt Anes, 
Iciek has yet to lead the Lakers to a 
championship game.
But 2009 may be his best chance 
to do that. Hopefully when his time is 
done he’ll be pointing fingers in the air. 
instead of having them pointed at him.
sports @ lanthorn com
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Lakers' season ends in double overtime
Courtesy Photo / Erie Stoike
Preparation: Quarterback Brad Iciek threw three interceptions and completed only 13-of-46 passes 
for 160 yards against the University of Mmnesota-Duluth in the Lakers quarterfinal game Saturday
Saturday's quarterfinal 
loss to Minnesota- 
Duluth Bulldogs stuns 
Laker team, fans
By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Editor
Entering Saturday’s NCAA 
quarterfinal matchup against 
Minnesota-Duluth, junior quarterback 
Brad Iciek was one of the nation's 
most efficient passers, throwing only 
three interceptions during the regular 
season.
Iciek matched his season total 
throwing three picks, including the 
game ending interception in the 
second overtime, and completed 
just 13-of-46 passes in Grand Valley 
State University’s stunning 19-13 
loss Saturday at Lubbers Stadium 
Saturday afternoon.
The Lakers end their season 11 -1.
“A lot of it was my mistakes,” 
Iciek said. ‘‘We had dropped balls, but 
a lot of bad throws. I didn’t execute 
at all. I was more frustrated with 
myself than anything else. We ran the 
right plays, the receivers were in the 
right spots, it was just a matter of not 
putting everything together.”
Trailing 13-6 with a little more 
than a minute to play, Iciek connected 
with senior receiver Jonn Mathews 
on a 7-yard touchdown pass to tie the 
game at 13.
Senior kicker Todd Carter missed
his third field goal of the game wide 
left on the Lakers’ first possession of 
overtime to turn the ball over.
On the ensuing Bulldog drive, 
senior lineman Dan Skuta intercepted 
a Ted Schlafke pass to keep the 
Lakers’ season alive. But an Isaac 
Odim touchdown run during the 
second overtime put UMD up 19-13 
following a missed point after try.
On second 
down from the 
UMD 25, with the 
season on the line,
Iciek dropped 
back to pass and 
was picked by 
UMD linebacker 
Kiel Fechtelkotter, 
ending the Lakers’ 
season.
“I wasn’t going 
to drop that ball,”
Fechtelkotter said.
Turnovers, 
missed field
goals and general lack of execution 
highlighted an uncharacteristic Laker 
performance.
“We weren’t short of opportunities 
to win the game, but we didn’t take 
advantage of those opportunities,” 
said GVSU head coach Chuck 
Martin. ’’Like any tough loss in a 
double overtime game, you can point 
to 70 plays that could have made a 
difference. Bottom line, they made 
more plays and deserved to win the 
game.”
The Laker defense sacked
Schlafke four times and recorded 
three interceptions of their own, two 
of which were from junior defensive 
back Robert Carlisle. Junior safety 
Jacob McGuckin led the Lakers with 
12 tackles.
“Our defense played out of their 
minds the whole game and gave us 
more than enough opportunity to 
win the football game,” Martin said.
“Offensively, we didn’t 
run the ball as well as 
we would have liked 
to, and we were anemic 
throwing the ball the 
whole game. It seemed 
like we would make 
plays on the field, but 
we didn’t make the plays 
in the red zone that we 
needed to make.”
Junior Blake Smolen 
carried the ball 27 times 
for 128 yards, in place 
of suspended leading 
rusher James Berezik, 
but in moving Smolen to tailback 
from his primary position at wide 
receiver, the Lakers lost a valuable 
deep threat in the passing game.
“I don’t know if (the suspension) 
affected us mentally, but it affected 
our personnel,” Martin said. “It didn't 
hurt us at tailback as much as it hurt 
us at wide receiver.”
UMD (13-0) will advance to the 
NCAA Division II Semifinals against 
the University of California (Penn.) 
on Saturday.
sports@ lanthorn .com
Ml don't know if 
(James Berezik's 
suspension) affected 
us mentally, but 
it affected our 
personnel.”
CHUCK MARTIN
GVSU HEAD COACH
Football recap 1st QuarterGV — Todd Carter 28 field goal, 2:57.
No. 2 MINNESOTA-DULUTH 19, 
No. 1 GRAND VALLEY ST. 13 (2 OT)
Minnesota-Duluth 0 7 6 0 0 6 — 19 
Grand Valley St. 330700-13
2nd Quarter
UMD — Isaac Odim 16 pass 
from Ted Schlafke 
(David Nadeau kick), 14:54. 
GV — Carter 36 field goal, 
11:08.
Courtesy Photo / Jeremiah Schrader
-' Struggle: Jonn Mathews drives the ball up the field during what would be the Lakers' final game of the 
season against the University of Minnesota-Duluth Saturday. The game finished with two overtimes.
3rd Quarter
UMD - DJ. Winfield 34 
pass from Schlafke 
(kick failed), 1:56.
4th Quarter
GY' — Jonn Mathews 7 pass 
from Brad Iciek 
(Carter kick), 1:06.
1st Overtime
None.
2nd Overtime
UMD — Odim 2 run 
(kick failed), 00:00
STATISTICS/LEADERS
RUSHING - Minnesota-Duluth, 42-110 (Odim 21-124). 
Grand Valley St., 30-109 (Smolen 27-128).
PASSING — Minnesota-Duluth, Schlafke 14-26-3-160. 
Grand Valley St., Iciek 13-46-3-160.
RECEIVING - Minnesota-Duluth, Winfield 6-92. 
Grand Valley St., Mathews 6-129.
DEFENSE — Minnesota-Duluth, Robbie Aurich,
Jim Johnson (9 tackles).
Grand Valley St., Jacob McGuckin (12 tackles).
NCAA Quarterfinal Round Up
• No. 2 California (Penn.) 28, No. 1 Bloomsburg 24
• No. 2 Northwest Missouri St. 45, No. I Abilene 
Christian (Texas) 36
• No. 2 North Alabama 55, No. 1 Delta St. 34
See more: Go to
"Your Insights" on A6
Takers to be stronger, smarter in 2009
Despite graduating the 
school's all-time sacks leader, 
its leading receiver, its best 
run blocker, an all-American 
center and an NFL-bound 
offensive lineman, the Laker 
football team will be stronger
Courtesy Photo / Jeremiah Schrader
Piggy back: Robert Carlisle brings UMD quarterback Ted Schlafke down during the 
playoff game in Allendale on Saturday The Lakers are still reeling from their loss.
come 2009.
Entering the 2008 season 
the Lakers were very green, 
especially on defense, but 
another year for key skill 
position players, a young 
defense and talented transfers 
will come together next 
season.
Headlining the list of 
returning players is sophomore 
running back James Berezik. 
Berezik led the Lakers in 
rushing for the second-straight 
year and also became a threat 
catching the ball out of the 
backfield. His 30 receptions 
were second on the team.
Berezik is a great north and 
south runner who possesses 
tremendous strength and 
vision, but in his junior year he 
will need to shake some off the 
field problems and continue to 
develop physically.
Also returning is junior 
quarterback Brad Iciek.
Without senior leaders in 
receiver Jonn Mathews, tight 
end Scott Blasko and offensive 
linemen Sam Allen and Billy
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Eisenhardt, Iciek needs to 
establish himself as the leader 
of the offense. He will need 
to improve his accuracy and 
consistency, and he will need 
to do it without three of the 
conference’s best pass blockers 
to protect him.
Iciek has junior tailback/ 
receiver Blake Smolen 
returning as well as receivers 
Ryan Bass (injury) and Mike 
Koster (academics) after 
sitting out 2008. Also look for 
redshirt freshman Greg Gay 
(receiver) and transfers Jahan 
Jones (receiver) and P.T. Gates 
(tailback) to see more action 
in 2009.
Defensively, the Lakers 
lose the heart and soul of the 
defense in lineman Dan Skuta. 
but not much else. Sophomore 
defensive end Danny Richard 
will ultimately challenge Skuta 
for the school sack record one 
day and will emerge as one 
of the more dominant pass 
rushers in the GLIAC next 
season.
The Lakers will return 10
of its 11 defensive starters 
from this season. A more 
experienced and very athletic 
defense should improve on the 
12.7 points per game allowed 
this season.
Defensive coordinator Matt 
Mitchell will need to continue 
to work with the secondary 
on pass coverage, which had 
improved toward the end of 
the season.
In the Lakers’ last two 
playoff games, the defense 
held University of Minnesota-
Duluth’s Harlon Hill 
finalist Ted Schlafke to 160 
yards passing and Ashland 
University quarterback Billy 
Cundiff to just 134 yards 
through the air.
Grand Valley State 
University has the talent, 
athleticism and experience to 
win another GLIAC title in 
addition to contending for its 
first national championship 
since 2006.
sports@ lanthorn .com
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Volleyball travels to Minnesota for NCAA Elite Eight
GVl Archive / Becky Reaver
Hard spike: GVSU sophomore Rebeccah Rapin tips the ball over the net and 
past the hands of a Northwood opponent during a past match The women face 
Armstrong Atlantic State University today In St Paul, Minn, for the Elite Eight
By Kenneth Cotto
GVL Staff Writer
After being eliminated in the 
NCAA Elite Eight last year.Grand 
Valley State University head 
volleyball coach Deanne Scanlon 
said the team has not forgotten 
that game, and plans to overcome 
its past today against Armstrong 
Atlantic State University in St. 
Paul, Minn.
Since the beginning of the 
year, the team has looked at the 
numbers 22-20 in their locker 
room before each game. That 
was the final score of the five-set 
match against West Texas A&M 
ending their season last year.
“That is two points that you 
could let si ip through your hands," 
Scanlon said. “That is how 
important it is to pay attention to 
each point and to stay focused.”
But for some of the players, 
it does much more than just help 
them appreciate each point.
“Obviously it makes us mad 
looking at it," said senior Jamie 
Ashmore. “It is definitely a 
motivator for us. I play better 
when I'm mad.”
While keeping in mind the 
anger from the narrow loss last 
year, the Lakers will also look 
to capitalize on AASU’s lack of 
experience, as this is the Pirates’ 
first-ever trip to the Elite Eight.
As for the Lakers, this is their 
seventh trip to the Elite Eight in 
the past nine years. Scanlon said 
she will try to take advantage 
of their opponents’ lack of 
experience and set the tone early 
in the match.
But the team is used to handling 
pressure, Ashmore said.
“If (the Pirates) become 
overwhelmed by everything that 
is going on around them, they will 
be more frantic,” she said. “We 
have been there, we have seen it 
and we know what happens. We 
can calm ourselves.”
The Lakers have not played 
since Nov. 23, gaining ample 
time to rest before their match. 
After playing three games in 
three days before the break, the 
days off have fully rejuvenated 
them, and gave them a “little pep 
in their step coming in Saturday," 
Scanlon said.
“It has been a fun environment 
in the gym, yet focused,” Scanlon 
said.“Even though we are winding 
down, we are still accomplishing 
things in practice every day.”
Scanlon said the Pirates are 
a very athletic team, but she is 
not worried about them so much, 
as she is worried about her own 
team’s performance.
For senior I^auren Reber, 
this is one of the most important 
games of her career.
“We finally made it here,” she 
said. “It was a huge weight lifted 
off our shoulders making it to the 
Elite Eight.”
Reber recalls the emotions 
from last year vividly, while 
mixing those with the emotions 
she felt when the team won the 
national title her freshman year.
“All those memories and 
feelings are all in one,” she said.
“(We just have to) go out and play 
as hard as we can.”
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Men's basketball slashes 
Ferris despite early deficit
Lakers edge out rival Bulldogs Monday night to win 72-62
GVL / Brittany Jacques
Strong competition: Mike Przydzial, a sophomore at GVSU, competes for possession of the ball 
during the game against Ferris State. The Lakers narrowly topped rival Ferris 72-62
penetrating offense made it 
possible for the Lakers to win, 
despite attempting I6 fewer field 
goals.
GVSU made l9-of-30 free 
throws, compared to FSU’s eight 
of 12.
The Lakers’ rugged style of play 
may wear down opponents through 
the grueling GLIAC schedule, 
especially with a home-and-home 
game against every team in the 
conference.
“It’s a marathon,” Wesley 
said. “I think we’re a team that’s
continuing to evolve. I think 
there’s going to be a lot of close 
games.”
Storrs said although the Ferris 
rivalry game came so early in 
the schedule, the team took the 
challenge as a chance to improve.
“We were really ready for this 
game, we were excited about it,” 
Storrs said. “We’re a team that 
just keeps getting better and better 
every night and practicing hard 
every day. By the end of the season 
I think we’ll be a great team.”
gwieman@lanthorn .com
Trammell said. “I didn’t really say, 
‘oh. I’m going to take over,’ I just 
take what they give me.”
The Lakers fell behind 10-2 to 
start the game, partly because of 
turnovers.
“We came into this game 
focused on taking care of the ball,” 
Trammell said. “Once we clean 
that up we’re going to be a tough 
team to beat. We’re happy with the 
win; a win’s a win, we’ll take it.”
The Lakers committed 18 
turnovers in the game, continuing 
a trend set last weekend when 
GVSU beat Indianapolis, 79-55, 
despite 24 turnovers in the game.
Wesley said the Lakers are 
making progress, and have limited 
the damage by forcing turnovers 
on defense.
“We changed up our defense a 
little bit more tonight,” Wesley 
said. “We created some offense 
with our defense, which we haven’t 
been able to do lately.”
Redshirt freshman Alvin Storrs 
and sophomore K’Len Morris 
spent most of the game jumping 
into Bulldog passing lanes, while 
the guards capitalized on fast- 
break opportunities.
“I’m just doing what we practice 
every day,” Storrs said. “Usually 
we have the position where 
everyone can get out there in the 
passing lane and I just got a few 
today.”
After rallying to a 33-32 halftime 
lead, the Lakers forced the action 
and led 52-45 with 13:27 left in 
the game.
Eight combined turnovers filled 
the next four minutes, without 
either team managing to score.
The Bulldogs made IO-of-29 
three-point shots in the game, led 
in scoring by junior Josh Young, 
who put in 22 points.
Even with fearless shooting 
from FSU, GVSU’s aggressive,
By Grant Wieman
GVL Staff Writer
I he marathon GLIAC schedule 
got underway Monday night when 
the Grand Valley State University 
men’s basketball team topped rival 
Ferris State University, 72-62.
Senior guard Pete Trammell led 
by example, as his game-high 28 
points tied a career best.
“Pete was really ready,” said 
GVSU head coach Ric Wesley. 
“His inspired play really got the 
rest of our team going.”
Trammell shot nine of II from 
the field, making four of six three- 
pointers.
“You can kind of feel it when 
you need points, when you need 
somebody to be aggressive,”
GVl / Brittany Jacques
Jump shot: loreau Brown, a GVSU sophomore, jumps for a shot during the game against Ferris.
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New release: Local band Valentiger, an extension of the band formerly known as Happy Hour, plays at GVSU in a past event. Valentiger plays locally and is set to release its new album in February of 2009
Valentiger gears up to release new album
By Dani Willcutt
GVL AM Editor
• It was election night and 
downtown Grand Rapids’ bar, J. 
Gardella’s, was just getting started, 
slowly drawing in a crowd. .Setting 
up equipment for the featured 
open-mic night was local hand. 
Valentiger.
Valentiger is a hand of a new 
name. but the band itself is anything 
but new.
Valentiger is actually an 
extension of the band. Happy Hour, 
and also features the former bassist 
of popular local band Duffy.
Comprising this local group 
are: Erik Kehoe from Duffy and 
Scott Rider and Brent Shircy from 
Happy Hour.
In the past, the three played a 
lot of shows together in their old
respective bands.
Valentiger plays the entire 
repertoire of Happy Hour, making 
the band an extension of the band, 
which has been 
around for six years 
now.
“None of us 
listen to the radio,”
Kehoe said.
Instead, the band 
listens to a lot of 
classic records and 
vinyl.
“We're not really 
snobby, we listen to 
everything.” Rider 
said.
In citing musical influences and 
personal favorites, the band lists 
the likes of Pavement, Wilco and 
R£.M. But these bands' influences
“We're not 
really snobby, 
we listen to 
everything.”
SCOTT RIDER
VALENTIGER MEMBER
on Valentiger do not stop at music. 
The band also follows in the 
footsteps of these independent 
bands in terms of their overall 
ethic.
“We do everything 
independently,” Rider 
said. “Erik does the 
online stuff. And we 
do all of our own 
funding, without a 
label behind us.”
Rider continued 
by explaining how, 
with new technology, 
it is easier for bands to 
promote themselves 
- easier than it would have been 
for bands like Pavement who built 
their way up independently.
We arc not forgetting how 
bands used to do it, Kehoe said.
explaining how tlxrir D.I.Y. ethic is 
successful.
Recently, Valentiger has been 
working a new album, which they 
expect to release later this winter.
The band found a comfortable 
space to write and record the album 
as they turned Kehoe*s living room 
into a studio.
“The old house gives the music 
on the album a warm feeling,” 
Rider said.
When they were recording, 
their producer even rearranged the 
furniture in the living room in order 
to maximize the sound potential of 
the room, Shircy said.
Of the songs the band has 
recorded, a lot of them have been 
around for sometime, Shirey said.
When writing their songs, the 
band does not look to create what is
catchy or radio-friendly, the group 
said. Instead, they write in the style 
of music they enjoy listening to and 
playing.
“If a song’s going to be long, 
it’s going to be long,” Rider said. 
“We don’t change a song to make 
people like it.”
This w'inter, the band will spend 
their time touring, but will have to 
do so as a duo, Shirey said.
“Erik will be in Europe for 
the semester,” he added. “We’ll 
be playing a lot of college-based 
shows and coffee shops.”
Valentiger’s new album has an 
expected release date for February 
of 2009.
For more information, visit 
http://www/ValentigerMusic com.
arts@ lanthorn jcom
Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Barry D. Martin conducts the GVSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble on 
Tuesday night at the Louis Armstrong Theatre.
The evening's program included “Aegean Festival Overture,” 
“Children’s March ” “Thoughts of Love,” “National Emblem,” 
“Elsa's Procession to the Cathedral” and selections from 
Leonard Bernstein’s “West Side Story.”
Weekend diversions
Friday
• Cookies for Santa 
Paws!: Cookie 
decorating with Delta 
Zeta. All proceeds help 
the Humane Society 
give dogs and cats a 
home for the holidays 
— Noon in the Kirkhof 
Center Lobby
• Downtown Grand 
Rapids Festive 
Christmas Evening — 
Begins at 4 p.m.
• Grand Rapids Art 
Museum Downtown 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
and Celebration — 
5 to 9 p.m. in downtown 
Grand Rapids
• Holiday Artists’ Market 
at UICA
5 to 9 p.m. at UICA
• Nile Lites Christmas 
Lights Display
6 to 10 p.m. at the Fifth 
Third Ballpark. Will 
continue through Jan. 5.
• Projection, The 
Psychology Film Series: 
The Color of Paradise
— 6 p.m. in Lake 
Michigan Hall Room 
114
• NSBE Business/
Professional Fashion 
Sfum —
7 p.m. in Cook-DeWitt 
Center
• GVSU Concert Band: 
Kevin Tutt, director
— 8 p.m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre
Saturday
• Annual Rockford 
Holiday Shopping Expo
— 10 are. to 3 pjn. at the 
Rockford United Methodist 
Church
• Christmas for the Animals
— 11 are. to 3 pre. at the 
John Ball Zoo
• Holiday Pops - Joy to the 
World — 3 pre. at the 
DeVos Performance Hall
• Samichlaus Celebration 
Day at Hopcat — 3 pre. at 
Hopcat in Grand Rapids
Sunday
• “American Gangster” 
showing at the Kirkhof 
Center Big Screen Theater
— 10 are, 2 pre., 7 p.m. 
and 10 pre.
• A Winter Holiday 
Celebration — 7 pre. in 
the Kirkhof Center’s Perc 
Marquette Room
Opening in box offices
• “Cadillac Records" starring 
Adrien Bmdy, Beyonc£ 
Knowles and Mos Def
• “Punisher: War Zone” 
starring Ray Stevenson, 
Dominic West and Julie 
Benz
• “Nobel Son” starring 
Alan Rickman and Bryan 
Greenberg
Top of the box offices
1. “Four Christmases"
2. “Twilight”
3. “Bolt”
4. “Quantum of Solace"
5. “Australia”
UICA to feature 
local, unique art for 
holiday gift giving
By Dani Willcutt
GVl. A&E Editor
Holiday shoppers can find 
unique gifts for the difficult- 
to-buy-for friends and family 
members this weekend as the 
Urban Institute forContemporary 
Arts opens its doors to the 
Holiday Artists’ Market.
Friday night marks the 20th 
annual Holiday Artists’ Market 
at the UICA in Grand Rapids.
The event runs Friday from 
5 to 9 pre. and Saturday from 
10 are. to 5 p.m. A perk is 
everything, from parking to 
admission, is free.
The market will cater to those 
who hope to find unique,one-of- 
a-kind gifts for their friends and 
family this holiday season.
“It’s an easy way to get a 
lot of holiday shopping done 
under one nxrf," said Market 
Coordinator Jill May.
Besides finding unique gifts 
to cater to even the pickiest of gift 
recipients, the Holiday Artists’ 
Market allows shoppers to help 
sustain the local economy. May 
said.
“It’s so important to the local 
economy right now to keep your 
money local,” May said. “And 
you’ll also be supporting the 
UICA.”
Gifts can be found, ranging in 
price from $5 to $250, May said.
Included in the art 
mediums arc ceramic, fibers, 
jewelry, painting, multimedia, 
photography, printmaking, 
sculpture, woodworking and 
more.
Among the UICA-featured 
artists who will be present are 
Shelly Klein. Robyn Kane and 
Nick Stockton.
Klein works with fibers, 
creating two-dimensional
embroidered objects. His 
company, K Studio, has even 
been featured nationally in retail 
shops.
Kane is a jeweler who works 
with metals, creating what 
May describes as “beautiful 
and unique,” whicle Stockton 
takes a different approach to 
creating bags, making them out 
of used boat sails. His company, 
Teamwork!, is very trendy right 
now, especially with males. May 
said.
Artists are selected by a 
jury committee that reviews 
the applications submitted by 
interested artists. When selecting 
artists, the jury pays extra 
attention to unique artisanship. 
It is important for the booths on 
display to include handmade 
goods, which have not been 
manufactured or resold, May 
said.
Booths are free for 
participating artists at the event, 
and for this reason, the Holiday 
Artists’ Market offers a great 
starting point for burgeoning 
artists, May said.
Without a booth fee, new 
artists can truly spend their energy 
on experimentation and learning 
how to set up an effective display 
at their booth. May said. We help 
them experiment with how to 
display their g<xxis at their booth, 
what price levels to set and with 
what goods sell, she added.
For parents worried their little 
ones may get bored at the event. 
May assures everyone who 
attends will be kept entertained. 
While the Holiday Artists’ 
Market is typically equipped 
with a craft activity for children, 
this year the UICA has taken a 
slightly different step.
The UICA has partnered 
with Grand Rapids’ own Story 
Spinners, a group of storytellers 
who also include interpretive 
dance. May said.
Snacks and refreshments will 
also be provided to all of those 
who attend.
Aside from supporting the 
local economy and local artists, 
the Holiday Artists’ Market will 
also support the UICA itself. This 
is also a fundraising event, so a 
portion of the proceeds made by 
the artists will go to the UICA.
The UICA will also have a 
booth, selling gift memberships 
to the UICA, dinner and movie 
packages, art created by the 
children in the UlCA’s children 
programs and more.
arts@ lanthorn com
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Cals taken Monday Friday, 9 5
Announcements Wanted Housing Housing Housing Housing
Tian off ma aghts. put me com­
puter on sleep mode, buy En­
ergy Star appliances. Do your 
pan to use less energy. Watch 
for Fac«ty Service s tps In me 
Lanmom Naming Crane valley 
save an energy costs
Nominate deserving students 
for "I am Grand Valley*] Please 
visa www.gvsu.edu/lamgv for 
more information about me *1 
am Grand Vafley* campaign and 
to complete me nomination 
form. Nominations will be ac­
cepted until November 24. 
Ptoaso dkect any questions to 
iamfpOgvsu edu.
Need to make an Important an­
nouncement? The Lantham can 
help you spread me word! 
331-2460
Opportunities
Want people to take advantage 
of the opportunities you have to 
offer? Place an ad and reach 
thousands! Cal the Lanthorn at 
331 -2460 for more Information
Want to do some free advertis­
ing? Students and staiff can 
submit classifieds online at 
wwwJanthom.com.
Start at Cooley Law School ear­
lier rather than later. Visit 
cooley.edu or call 
517-371-5140 for more informa­
tion.
Services
America's 01 sandwich delivery 
America's sandwich delivery ex­
perts! Over 20 locations in me 
Grand Rapids-Kalamazoo area 
Visit pmmyfonns.com for the lo- 
csttons nearest you!
Getting married? Know some­
one who is? Check out Life' s 
Gallery Photography. LLC Can­
did photo journalism at afford­
able pricesl Go to 
www.llfes-gaJiery com for more 
information Mention this listing 
and save 20% on any package
Visit www gvsufood.com to 
check on your Campus Dining 
meal plan, see hours and 
menus for on-campus restau­
rants. as well as view nutrition 
facts
Employment
Hiring? Get In touch with thou­
sands of people who may be 
looking for work! Contact the 
Lanthorn at 331 -2460.
Bartenders wanted. Up to 
$2sQ/Dey No Experience nec­
essary. Training provided Age 
18+ Okay Call 1 -800-066-6620 
ext 226
GvSU Student work Customer 
saies/service. Base pay 
per/appt. $14.26
616-241-6303
Entertainment
Montes. Never Cover for Ladies 
or With College iDl Look on 
our website for upcoming 
events and specials 438 Bridge 
St. 21 ^Permitted 616-774-5060 
myspace.com/ynontesJounge
Have an upcoming event you 
want to publicize? Submit yora 
event to our free entertainment 
calendar online at www.ian- 
thom oom
Deja Vu. Great Specials! Ravine 
@ Douglas in Kalamazoo. Call 
today for more info! 
269-344-5311. 
www.dejavu.com.
Lost 8 Found
Mtesmg car keys? Found class 
notes or a student iD? Advertise 
wth us at 331-2460 and lot the 
Lanthorn help you find what 
you're missing
Housing
Brookmeadow Apartments. Es­
cape into an exciting yet tran­
quil place to live. Now leasing! 
Call for details: 616-457-8988.
Meadows Crossing: the new 
student townhome community 
located at the 48th Ave. en­
trance to GVSU. Now leasing 
for 2009! Call 616-892-2700 for 
more details!
Arbor Heights Townhomes in 
Hudsonville. $670-$805. Call 
Today! 616-457-6450.
Whether you're seMatg. leasing 
or sub-letting your home, let the 
Lanthorn help! Give us a cal at 
331-2460 and let people know 
what deals you have to often
Conifer Creek Townhomes. The 
privacy and lifestyle you would 
expect. Units now available! 
Call 616-318-2035 or visit 
www.conifercreektownhomes.c 
om for more info!
3 story town home with garage 
and 2 extra parking spaces 
3 bedroom (big in size)
3 1/2 bains connected to bed­
rooms
Kitchen with ail appliances 
(dishwasher toof)
Big living room
Garbage, internet, and cable In­
cluded in rent
Just off campus grounds 
(Grand Valfy State University) 
Bus stop inside apartment com­
munity
Access to weight room, re area 
tlon rooms.and basketball 
court
Need to move soon I Possibly 
(hoping to) hand lease over 
Total Rent $1230 $410 per per­
son based on 3 people 
Please contact through e-mail 
seitstQstudent.gvsu.edu
The Village at 48West. Now 
leasing for fall 2009! Come into 
the leasing office now to see 
how you’ll fit in at 48West! 
616-895-2400 or
www.48west.com for more info.
Ottawa Creek Apartments, your 
home away from home. Now 
leasing for 2009! Call 
616-453-9190 or visit ottawa- 
creek.com for more details!
Meadows Crossing: the new 
student townhome community 
located at the 48th Ave en­
trance to GvSU. Now leasing 
for 2009I Can 616-882-2700 for 
more detail
Quiet with Quality. Royal Vista 
Apartments and Townhomes in 
Walker. $655-$1075. Great 
Specials! Call Today! 
616-453-9999.
Experienced Attorneys 
3 rviil es from Campus
www.claviciknocsterplc.com
Wear warm clothes 
inside your house 
so that you can set your 
thermostat at the lowest 
comfortable temperature 
this winter.
focl/'ty Services 
Energy Department
wvvw. gvsu.edu/facilityservices
New leases avaiabte year round 
at Allendale Meadows and 
KnoOwood Estates! Close to 
campus, pet friendly, and indi­
vidual driveways! Call 
888-221-8403 or visit www al- 
tanaalemeadowE. oom
University Townnouses and 
Apartments Is less than 2 miles 
from toe Allendale campus ana 
4-bedroom units start at just 
$200/ person: Call
616-805-4001 or visit GVTown- 
nouses oom
Copper Beech Townhomes 
NOW LEA3INQ for -00 1G 1. 2. 
3. or 4 bedroom units available* 
Call 616-805-2000 or visit 
www cbeecn.com
HUGE unrts available at Boa- 
wood Apartments! Free sateRfte 
television w/ HBO. basketball 
and volleyball courts, pet 
friendly. GVSU bus slop in frond 
Call 616-8&5-6B76 or visit 
www campusviaage com
Waiker/Ctandaie - 3 bedrooms. 
2 bathrooms, garage, rec. 
room. $876 a month plus un­
ties. Now Available. 
616-201-7860 ForftentMLcom
The village at 48West Now 
leasing for fat 20001 Come Into 
the teasing office now to see 
how you’ll fit In at 48Westl 
616-806-2400 or
www 48westcom lor more info.
Cottonwood Forest Condomini- 
tans NOW LEASING! Located to 
Jen Ison- 16 minutes from Allen­
dale or GR campus. 
616-467-3714.
Roommates
FToom in Conifer Creek town- 
house for rent Private bath­
room. garage. $37tl/mo Start 
now or winter semester through 
May “00. Call Jeff Q 
980 503 0612
FtoeponsOMa college student* 
wanted to rant lower level of 
Jenslon homes. 10 minutes* 
from Allendale campus: 
$36fl/montn 616-062-3033 *:
3-BO house for rent Downtown 
Grand Rap*ds, just remodeled 
with all appliances and 
washer/dryer Included Call 
616-464-3036 for more Informa­
tion.
Brand new house for sale. 
$150,000 or for lease 
$1490/month 4 bedrooms, 2 
1/2 baths. 2 car garage. 1 mOe 
from campus 616-293-0806
2009. Hillcrest Townhomes. ’ 
4 BO. 2 1/2 BA Cafl Shelby at 
616-666-0660.
timsm
by Japheth Light
There are 13 black hexagons in the 
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6 
around each of them. No number can 
be repeated in any partial hexagon 
shape along the border of the puzzle.
♦ Easy ♦♦ Medium ♦♦♦ Difficult
©2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Visit Us on the We
]□□□□□□□□_ _ 
□□□□000DDDEDQ 
00000CDQQCOZ
DDL 100000001
J I «
B6 Thursday, December 4, 2008 A&E Grand Valley Lanthorn
'Four Christmases' entertains, 
but not holiday classic material
As the holiday season slams in around us 
from all directions, we find a number of ways 
to enjoy (or, in some cases, avoid) the holiday 
cheer.
And it is quite obvious by the box office 
numbers the film. “Four Christmases,” drew 
out those who are eagerly anticipating the 
holiday season.
The Him landed in the No. 1 spot in box 
offices during Thanksgiving weekend. But, 
m reality, this was likely due to a slight lack 
I of options for those seeking a flick the whole 
family could enjoy.
“Four Christmases” tells the story of - 
you guessed it - a couple being forced to 
celebrate four separate Christmases in one 
hectic Christmas Day. Brad and Kate, played 
by Vince Vaughn and Reese Witherspoon, 
respectively, typically spend their Christmases 
avoiding their families. In lieu of the
Courtesy Photo / www imdb com
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FOUR
CHRISTMASES
traditional family visits. Brad and Kate spend 
the holiday season in exotic locales where 
they have nothing but each other and laid-back 
relaxation.
Due to a series of mishaps, Brad and Kate 
get stuck at the airport on their way to their 
destination . Completely blowing their cover, 
the couple gets caught on tape, which is 
then aired on the local news, and alerts their 
families to where they are. Suddenly they 
are bombarded by said families, all of whom 
expect them to come over for the holidays.
Included in the mix is a slew of big name 
celebrities, who offer their acting talents to the 
Him.
Playing Brad’s parents are Robert Duvall 
and Sissy Spacek, while Jon Voight and Mary 
Steenburgen play Kate’s parents. Brad’s 
brothers are played by Jon Favreau (who often 
shows up on screen alongside Vaughn) and 
Tim McGraw. Playing Kate’s sister is Kristin 
Chenoweth.
A comical cameo is also made by Peter 
Billingsley, who played Ralphie in the popular 
1983 movie. “A Christmas Story.”
Both Brad and Kate have divorced parents, 
causing the disgruntled couple to spread 
themselves thin during the course of one 
Christmas Day.
Rushing from family celebration to family 
celebration, the couple is forced to remember 
why they so often avoid the Christmastime 
hubbub.
The holiday season is typically packed 
with jolly films, but in the past few years, 
we have been bombarded with new holiday 
films, which may or may not manage to turn 
themselves into holiday classics.
In terms of classic holiday film fare.
“Four Christmases” just does not cut it. Not 
in comparison to feel-good, sure-to-become 
holiday classics such as “The Holiday” and 
“The Family Stone,” which have been released 
in recent years. While “Four Christmases” is 
funny, it is more entertaining, leaving room 
for flicks like “Elf” to stand out as some of the 
funniest to be released.
If you need a decent family holiday film, 
“Four Christmases” may be just what you 
are looking for. But do not make the mistake 
of expecting this to be canonized into the 
holiday-classic hall of fame.
arts® lanthorn .com
Dave and Doogie by Jeremy Leiter
) Arc you studying 
for finals or building 
. a fort? i
Strange, but true
ROCKLAND, Mass. (AP) - 
Lifelong Red Sox fans can now 
take their love of the team to the 
next level — eternity.
A Massachusetts funeral home 
recently took delivery of the first 
Red Sox casket, which features 
the team logo on the exterior as 
well as the inside.
The casket is manufactured 
by Eternal Image of Michigan, 
which has a licensing agreement 
with Major League Baseball.
Bob Biggins, co-director of 
Magoun-Biggins Funeral Home 
in Rockland, tells The Boston 
Globe families in mourning often 
want their loved ones buried with 
favorite items. In the past that’s 
included Red Sox paraphernalia; 
the casket takes it to the next 
step.
Biggins says the family that 
chose the $3,000 Red Sox casket 
bearing serial number 0001 did 
not hesitate in picking it for their 
father.
BERWICK, Pa. (AP) - Fans 
of Penn State can smell like the 
school for just $60.
A fragrance developer says it 
has made a perfume and a cologne 
inspired by Pennsylvania State 
University’s blue and white colors 
and its campus vegetation.
Masik Collegiate Fragrances 
says the perfume for the school
in State College, Pa., smells of 
vanilla, lilac, rose and white 
patchouli. The cologne smells of 
blue cypress and cracked peppier.
The company's president says 
the 3.4-ounce bottles of fragrance 
should appeal to Penn State’s 
vast alumni and football fans.
Masik also has captured the 
smell of the University of North 
Carolina, and plans to offer 
scents for six other universities 
next year.
NEW YORK (AP) - One 
customer’s favorite purple 
velvet chair at a Starbucks in a 
New York suburb has become a 
memorial.
Employees at the store in 
Nyack say the chair was favored 
by Fleming Taylor, a paying 
customer even though he was 
homeless.
Store assistant manager Mark 
Horwitz says people would give 
the cafe’s gift cards to Taylor.
Store employees and 
acquaintances say Taylor’s body 
was found Wednesday under the 
stairwell where he lived.
Now that purple velvet chair 
has been cordoned off with black 
ribbons and bouquets have been 
placed on the seat in Taylor's 
honor.
NEW YORK (AP) - People
late for school or work because 
of New York City subway delays 
can get notes from the transit 
agency to give to their teachers 
or bosses.
The New York City Transit 
division says it gives passengers 
the notes so they can prove 
they’re not lying about being 
delayed while riding the subway.
Passengers request the delay 
verification letters over the 
phone. NYC Transit verifies the 
date and time of the delay and 
sends an official note in the mail 
in one or two weeks. It mails 
34,000 notes a year.
Each letter shows the subway 
line taken and the durations of 
the trip and the delay.
NYC Transit is working on 
an online system so it can accept 
Internet requests and e-mail the 
excuse letters.
See Puzzle B5
solution
Attend the nation’s largest law school right here in downtown Grand Rapids. 
Classes start in January, May, and September.
Michigan residents interested in a legal career can attend the nation's largest law school right here in Grand Rapids! 
Cooley Law School offers classes year round across the state of Michigan at its three locations in Lansing. 
Auburn HiHs.and Grand Rapids Cooley students receive a legal education that provides them with the knowledge, 
skills, and ethics that Cooley students are known for worldwide
For more Information about Cooley, visit cooley.edu, take the Virtual Tour or set up a tour with 
Admissions at S17*371>S 140, ext. 2244, or e-mail admissions@cooley.edu.
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The Lanthorn Housing Edition is a comprehensive guide that 
details the locations, prices, amenities, restrictions and variety 
offered by numerous off-campus housing complexes. 
Locations close to the GVSU campuses as well as those 
slightly farther away are profiled for the benefit of students 
seeking new accommodations for future semesters.
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Lower Level
Central Air Conditioning & High-efficiency Heat Pump
wilt, Piepty of Cabinet & Counter Spas
spacious 3ftdrooms With Attached, Private Baths
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i Allendale 
Meadows 
j exudes 
j privacy
: Allendale Meadows 
includes swimming 
: pools, community 
centers, sport courts
r By Emily Hoss
GVL Copy F.ditor
Allendale Meadows provides 
Ji peaceful neighborluxxi setting 
-'jdeal for the student who has 
-experienced traditional college 
.'living or the nontraditional 
.•student who needs a quieter 
I-and more private living 
'Environment.
'Z luxated on Boyne Boulevard 
\J>ff Lake Michigan Drive, 
•■jhe manufactured homes of 
-TMIendale Meadows gives 
I students the privacy of living in 
I^heir own home.
> One feature of manufactured 
forties that appeals to students 
;js not sharing walls with 
Neighbors,said Susan Bartoletti, 
Jnanager and sales consultant 
I^or Allendale Meadows.
> Bartoletti said Allendale 
I Meadows offers a sense of 
Community that is attractive 
;-io residents. This sense of 
; community includescommunity 
; centers, swimming pools,
• basketball courts and play
• structures.
Student Dan Michniewicz, a 
! resident of Allendale Meadows, 
! said the housing is convenient 
; and private.
; “I like the fact that I’m in 
; walking distance to (businesses
• on l^ake Michigan Drive) and
• that we don’t have to worry
• about disturbing other people 
! if we are loud,” Michniewicz 
! said.
| Residents can choose from 
; two-, three- or four-bedroom 
| homes ranging from 1,216
GVl Archive
Allendale Meadows: Students can enjoy the privacy of living in their own 
home. The complex is located on Boyne Boulevard off Lake Michigan Drive.
square feet to 1,456 square feet. 
Each home has two bathrooms.
Bartoletti said each home is 
accompanied with a driveway 
so residents do not have to park 
in the street. -She added some 
homes also have carports.
Homes come equipped with 
a full kitchen, washer, dryer and 
dishwasher.
However, 
tenants are 
required to 
furnish the 
unit.
Unlike 
many of the 
surrounding 
housing 
complexes,
Allendale 
Meadows 
allows its
residents to 
have pets.
“(Right now) we have a fish 
and a plant, but there is always a 
chance we might get a real pet, 
so that was definitely a factor in 
our choice.” Michniewicz said.
For residents who attend 
Grand Valley State University,
there is a bus stop within walking 
distance near Burger King at the 
comer of Lake Michigan Drive 
and 48th Avenue.
A nine- or 12-month lease 
can be signed at Allendale 
Meadows any time during the 
year.
Bartoletti said there is a 
student rate 
of $699 
to $1,000. 
Utilities are 
not included 
in this price; 
however, 
Allendale 
Meadows 
offers trash 
removal for 
tenants.
Bartoletti 
added the 
student rate 
is free of application fees and 
closing costs.
For more information on the 
properties available, visit http:// 
www.allendalemeadows.com 
or call (888) 266-4113.
ehoss @ lanthorn .com
I'm in walking 
distance to (businesses 
on Lake Michigan 
Drive) and ... we don't 
have to worry 
about disturbing 
other people...”
DAN MICHNIEWICZ
ALLENDALE MEADOWS 
RESIDENT
Copper Beech offers 
close-knit community
ALL POSITIONS ARE PAID. INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE.
For an application please visit our office in Lower Kirkhof Room 0051 
Office Number: (616) 331-2460
I WANT YOU
TO WORK FOR THE NEWSPAPER
Wot lanthorn
IS CURRENTLY HIRING
PHOTOGRAPHERS
LAYOUT DESIGNER
WRITERS FOR ALL SECTIONS
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
By Alicia Wireman
(!Vl. editor in Chief
Anyone interested in a close- 
knit community can look no 
further than Copper Beech.
Located at 10295 48th Ave. 
in Allendale, property manager 
Elizabeth Kraley said Copper 
Beech would make a perfect 
home for any Grand Valley State 
University student.
“Copper Beech’s location to 
campus is very convenient,” she 
added. “Overall, it has a great 
sense of community and friendly 
atmosphere that any student 
would enjoy.”
Copper Beech residents can 
enjoy first-rate living with the 
benefits of high-speed Internet 
connection, a large-capacity 
washer and dryer, extended 
cable included in the rent, 
high-efficiency heating and air 
conditioning.
One-bedroom townhomes 
with 650 square feet are 
$640 per person or $650 for 
a furnished apartment. Two- 
bedroom townhomes are about 
1300 square feet and cost 
$475 unfurnished or $480 
furnished per person. Three- 
bedroom townhomes come in 
a variety of plans and range 
from $420 unfurnished or $430 
furnished per person. The four- 
bedroom townhomes are about 
2,000 square feet and are $395 
unfurnished or $4(X) furnished 
per person.
Furnished apartments include 
a double bed. dresser, desk and 
chair, night stand and lamp in 
the bedroom. The living room 
houses a large sofa and love seat, 
coffee table, end table and lamp 
while the kitchen has a table with 
four chairs and three bar stools.
All townhomes have a full 
bathroom per bedroom and an 
extra I/2 bath.
GVSU junior Archna Vekaria 
said the individual bathrooms
is what attracted her to Copper 
Beech.
“I love the own bathnxims, 
and I like how the kitchen and 
living room are open to each 
other,” she added. “But the best 
feature is the space.”
In addition to the large 
amount of space, free parking is 
available to all leasing residents. 
Additional parking costs $15 per 
space per month. However, some 
townhomes can be leased with 
a garage. Those interested in 
public transportation can catch
the Route 48 bus.
As of press time,only one-, two- 
and three-bedroom townhomes 
were available for the 2009-2010 
schix)l year.
There is a $30 application fee 
per person and an activity fee 
of $75 per person for 12-month 
leases.
For more information, call 
(616) 895-2900 or visit the Web 
site at http://www.cbeech.com.
editorial@ lanthorn .com
GVL Archive
Community base: Copper Beech is located at 10295 48th Ave in Allendale.
■, -yfev di
3-
'Vi
.
*
•Close to Campus!
2&3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths 
Individual Driveways and Parking 
All Kitchen Appliances 
•Washer/Dryer 
• Central Air 
•Pet Friendly 
•Clubhouse & Pool
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Note: All applicants must complete a rental application and be approved for community residency.
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Private
By Amanda Miller
GVL Copy editor
Having a personal touch 
and knowing residents on a 
personal basis makes Conifer 
Creek Townhomes the ideal 
housing option for Grand 
Valley State University 
students.
Conveniently located only 
a short walking distance from 
the Rapid bus stop and minutes 
from the Allendale Campus, 
ConiferCreek provides privacy 
and a relaxing lifestyle that 
any student would enjoy.
Hach townhouse is about 
1.600 square feet in size with 
options for a four-bedroom, 
4.5 bath unit — either with or 
without a garage — or a four- 
bedroom. 2.5 bath unit with 
a garage. Rent is $435 per 
month for a 10-month lease or 
$385 per month for a 12-month 
lease.
bedrooms, baths without higher price
The only units differing in 
price are the four-bedroom, 
4.5 bath townhouses with 
garages. There are only six of 
these units available, and cost 
$405 per month. They are only 
offered on a 12-month lease.
Each townhouse comes 
equipped with central air, free 
cable and Internet and a washer 
and dryer.
Garbage and snow removal 
are included as well.
The walk-in closet feature 
that is available in many of 
the units provided a draw for 
GVSU student Emily Nault.
“I absolutely adore my 
walk-in closet because 1 don’t 
have to waste space with a 
dresser or a cabinet for my 
clothes,” she said.
Fourth-year student Ben 
Longuski said he was drawn to 
Conifer Creek by the price.
“I mainly picked it because 
it was cheaper and each room
has its own bathroom,” he 
said.
Besides rent, residents only 
pay the gas and electric bills.
Conifer Creek also offers a 
tree roommate profiling service 
on their Web site to help match 
students with people of similar 
interests.
“We know our students 
personally," said Janell Riese, 
of Conifer Creek Townhomes.
The units are owned by 
GVSU alumni.
Though there are no current 
signing bonuses available, 
units are available for next 
year.
For more information on 
housing options available at 
Conifer Creek Townhomes, 
visit the Web site at http:// 
www.conifercreektownhomes. 
com or call (616) 318-2035.
ami lie r@ lanthorn .com GVL Archive
AH included: Conifer Creek Townhomes offers GVSU students a comfortable, convenient and affordable option to dorm life
Boltwood Apartments offers affordable living close to campus
the bedroom, the cost drops to 
$325 for a 12-month lease and 
$350 for 10 months.
In addition to rent, tenants 
are responsible for paying 
utilities. However, satellite 
TV and trash pick-up are 
included.
“We make sure to recycle,” 
Andres said. “Almost all of the 
students here are interested in 
savingthe planet,sustainability 
and recycling.”
Boltwood prides itself on 
its quick, efficient and friendly 
maintenance.
“(Boltwood) has a great 
staff,” said Valerie Fulton, 
a resident and GVSU senior 
advertising major. “The 
manager is always around and 
really friendly and helpful.”
For an additional monthly 
fee, apartments have the 
option to come fully furnished, 
complete with a big screen 
TV.
Coin-operated laundry 
facilities are available in each 
building, and an additional
feature Boltwood offers is the 
ability to keep pets.
Andres said almost half 
of his residents own a furry 
friend.
Vehicles must be registered 
with the office and have a 
parking permit, which is free 
of charge.
Additionally, Boltwood is 
on the Rapid Route 37.
“The one thing Boltwood 
excels at is courteous service,” 
Andres said. “If students need 
anything, I have them e-mail 
me and I follow up right away.
I appreciate my tenants; I 
always have a good group of 
students.”
If Boltwood Apartments 
sounds like the housing 
option for you, call the office 
at (616) 895-5875 or visit 
their Web site at http://www. 
campusvillage.com and select 
Grand Rapids/Allendale. 
Mich, on the Locations menu 
for more information.
mgaddie@lanthorn. com
manager. “If a student has a 
special need. I’ll try to take 
care of them.”
Both the one- and two- 
bedroom options are 1,000 
square feet and include a 
kitchen, living area and one 
bathroom.
The one-bedroom apartment 
allows for up to two occupants, 
while the two-bedroom 
option allows for up to four 
occupants.
The two-bedroom
apartments with one person 
per bedroom are available for 
a 12-month lease at $375 per 
month, or a 10-month lease at 
$425 per month.
With two people per 
bedroom, the cost drops to 
$200 for a 12-month lease and 
$225 for 10 months.
The one-bedroom
apartments for one person are 
available for $600 per month 
for a 12-month lease, or $650 
per month for a 10-month 
lease.
With two people sharing
By Molly Gaddie
GVL Copy editor
Boltwood Apartments, 
located at 4657 Lake Michigan 
Drive in Allendale, offers a
community living experience 
just minutes from Grand Valley 
State University at a price 
that will not break students’ 
budgets.
Featuring two spacious
layouts, available for 10- or 
12-month leases, residents 
have the choice between a one- 
or two-bedroom floor plan.
“We also do custom leases,” 
said Roger Andres, property
GVL Archive
Community living: Bottwood Apartments offers students a variety of living options in a community environment
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Meadows Crossing: Located at 10745 48th Ave the complex offers 189 
townhomes and apartments in eight different floor plans.
Commercial amenities 
plus private baths
By Dani Willcutt
GVL A&F. F.dilor
One factor setting Meadows 
Crossing apart from other 
townhouse havens in the 
Allendale area is the quickly 
filling commercial space. As 
of right now. the Meadows has 
a center comprised of a coffee 
shop, a restaurant (Taco Bob’s), 
the Hookah Lounge, a liquor 
store and ELS. a language 
learning resource center.
These local distractions are 
some of junior Shanna Parker’s 
favorite parts about living in 
Meadows Crossing.
“I’velived 
in Meadows 
Crossing 
since the first 
year they 
were open,”
Parker said.
“I loved 
having the 
Hookah 
Lounge so 
close by, and 
the coffee 
place. I meet 
up with 
people there 
all of the time.”
The growing number of 
businesses has only made the 
Meadows Crossing living 
experience better. Parker said
Meadows Crossing is 
comprised of 189 townhomes 
and apartments. There are eight 
different floor plans available, 
with units ranging in size 
from two-bedroom to four- 
bedroom choices. A bonus is 
each bedroom is set up for one 
person, and is equipped with a 
private bathroom and its own 
lock and key.
Furthermore, for those 
wishing to have barrier-free 
living. Meadows Crossing 
offers eight units fitting these 
standards, which is an amenity 
many older living options 
do not offer for those with 
disabilities.
Prices range from $419 to
$439, and include furniture 
and utilities.
Those who hate the dreaded 
laundry day will find ease, said 
resident Jim Raschenberg.
“All of the townhouses (and 
apartments) include washers 
and dryers,” Raschenberg 
added. “I always hated packing 
up my laundry and driving to 
the nearest laundromat.”
On site is also a clubhouse, 
which includes a fitness center 
and a community room. In 
the community room one can 
find flat screen TVs, a pool 
table, foosball table, a lounge 
area and a 
pingpong table. 
For outdoor 
recreation, 
there is a 
basketball court 
and a volleyball 
court.
If finding 
roommates is 
a problem for 
those interested 
in living in 
Meadows 
Crossing, the 
office offers 
potential residents a roommate 
finding service.
Bedroom furniture includes 
a full-size bed, dresser, night 
stand, computer desk and chair 
and mattress cover. Living 
room furniture includes: Sofa, 
side chair, end table, coffee 
table and entertainment center, 
and every kitchen is equipped 
with an electric range/oven, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
microwave, garbage disposal, 
snack counter and four 
barstools.
The Meadows Crossing 
office is located at 10745 48th 
Ave., Suite B-100. To contact 
Meadows Crossing, call (616) 
892-2700 or (888) 200-3137. 
For more information, visit 
http://www.meadowscrossing. 
net.
arts® lanthorn .com
“I loved having the 
Hookah Lounge so 
close by, and the 
coffee place. I meet 
up with people there 
all of the time.”
SHANNA PARKER
GVSU JUNIOR
Peace,
By Alicia Wireman
GVl. F.dilor in Chief
Sometimes all a student 
really needs is peace and quiet, 
and University Townhouses 
offers just that.
Located at 5444 Fillmore 
Ave. in Allendale. University 
Townhouses offers the perfect 
home for Grand Valley State 
University students, even 
though some students do not 
know the location, said owner 
Dan Jansen.
“We are just a few minutes 
close to campus, yet we’re 
secluded enough for students 
to be able to enjoy the quiet 
area,” he said.
Within the University 
Townhouses community, 
students can choose between 
a two-bedroom apartment, a 
two-bedroom townhouse or a 
four-bedroom townhouse.
The two-bed room
apartments are about 900 
square feet and cost $370 
per person for a 10-month 
lease or $350 per person for 
a 12-month lease. The two- 
bedroom townhouses are 
1,100 square feet and cost 
between $245 and $295 per 
person for a 10-month lease 
or $235 to $280 per person 
for a 12-month lease. The 
four-bedroom townhouses 
are 1,400 square feet and cost
quiet in rural setting
between $250 and $320 per 
person for a 10-month lease 
or $235 to $290 per person for 
a 12-month lease.
Rent includes water, sewer, 
and trash, and all units are 
furnished with DSL hookups, 
a cable line and multiple 
phone lines.
A full size washer and dryer 
are in all townhouses, and the
apartments have a laundry 
facility within the building.
University Townhouses is 
not on a bus route, but Jansen 
said there is always ample 
free parking.
“(Residents) have never had 
a problem finding a parking 
space when they come home 
at night,” he added.
There is a $10 application
fee per person and the cleaning 
fee is $45 per person or $180 
per unit, whichever is greater.
For more information, 
call University Townhouses 
at (616) 895-4001 or visit 
the Web site at http://www. 
gvtownhouses.com.
editorial® lanthorn .com
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Rural relief: University Townhouses offers students peace and quiet away from the hustle and bustle of campus life
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Campus View doubles amenities for tenants
By Rebecca Beard
GVL Senior Reporter
Boasting a new community 
center. Campus View Apartments 
brings on-campus amenities closer 
to student living.
The aptly named "Off-Kirk” 
Community Center is similar to its 
K irkhot Center counterpart .offering 
a game room, movie theater, coffee 
shop and lounge area.
The center also offers tanning 
beds, a full-size gym,aerobic room, 
fitness center and locker rooms for 
tenants.
“At the Off-Kirk, students can 
come and socialize, order a hot 
chocolate or latte at the Common 
Ground or play a game of 
basketball in our gym," said Sheala 
Rollenhagen. Campus View office 
manager
Located on the comer of 42nd 
Avenue and Pierce Street. Campus 
View is closer to campus than 
any other off-campus complex 
and within walking distance of 
Brian's Books. Papa John's and the 
Campus Health Center.
“We are the closest to campus,” 
Rollenhagen said. “We’re right 
across the street from Laker Village 
— we’re the closest place to campus 
without being on campus.”
Junior political science major 
Joe Duso said he felt Campus View 
offered the proximity and amenities 
he was looking for.
“It was so close to everything,” 
Duso said. "If I needed anything it 
was always right there.”
Campus View offers one-person 
studio and one- and two-bednxim 
apartments and three- and four- 
bedroom townhomes. Three-, nine- 
and 12-month leases are available, 
offering students living options for 
any circumstance.
Rent is paid monthly per unit 
and utilities are not included.
Studios and one- and two- 
bedroom apartments are fully 
furnished and offer broadband 
Internet and cable. For townhomes, 
furniture is optional.
Studio apartments start at $490 
per month for a 12-month lease to 
$560 per month for nine months. 
One-bedroom apartments start at
$540 and go up to $600 for 12- and 
nine-month leases.
At $860 a month, tenants can 
rent two-bedroom apartments with 
the capacity to hold up to four 
residents. A 12-month lease costs 
$700.
Townhomes are offered in 
three- and four-bedroom layouts 
with two bathrooms and a garage. 
Rent pier month is $335 to $280 
per month for nine and 12-month 
leases, respxxtively. Four-bedrixim 
arrangements are $305 to $360 for 
similar lease tenures.
Only townhomes feature a 
washer and dryer, w hile apiartmenLs 
otter coin-opierated machines in the 
complex.
At $40, students have plenty of 
room to piark and the complex is 
accessible by Campws View’s own 
shuttle bus as well as the Rapid off- 
eampxis apartment Route 37.
For more information visit 
http://www.campusviewhousing. 
com/.
rbean!@ Lm thorn jcom GVL Archive
Added amenities: Campus View is located just oft the Allendale Campus, and gives students many amenities at a low rate
Cottonwood condos near mall
GVSU student Justine 
Giambrone has lived inCottonwood 
for 1.5 years and said she finds the 
location to be the main draw.
"It is two seconds from my 
work and half n 
way between 
downtown and 
Allendale, so it 
was the perfect 
location,” she 
said. “It is 
definitely not a 
party spxit.”
The location 
allowsforaquiet 
atmosphere, she 
added.
Not only 
does Cottonwood pirovide great 
proximity to multiple stores, shopis 
and businesses, but it also pwovides 
residents with a “15-acre nature 
preserve with hiking trails to Grand 
River" said Owner and Manager
Tara Westhouse.
Laundry accommodations are 
provided either in the unit or in the 
common area of each building.
Students can receive one month 
of free rent by 
signing a lease 
now.
The 
condominiums 
are 15 minutes 
from each 
campus and 
only 10 minutes 
from RiverTown 
Crossings Mall.
For more 
information on 
Cottonwood 
Forest Condominiums, visit http:// 
wwwcottonwoodforest.net or call 
(616)292-1966.
ami ller@ lanthorn rom
•"* r m Jjr.m
“It is two seconds 
from my work and 
half way between 
downtown and 
Allendale...”
JUSTINE GIAMBRONE
COTTONWOOD RESIDENT
By Amanda Miller
6’V7. Copy Editor
Tired of the typical on-camp>us 
living situation?
Grand Valley State University 
students can find a quiet and 
convenient housing option 
with Cottonwood Forest 
Condominiums.
Located on Riverview Drive in 
Jenison. Mich.,Cottonwood Forest 
offers students an alternative to 
dorm rooms and close proximity 
to grocery’ stores, RiverTown 
Crossings mall and fast food 
restaurants.
Cottonwood features
condominiums with two bedrooms 
and one full bathroom (900 square 
feet) or a thnee-bednxim unit with 
a full bathroom (1,000 square 
feet). Prices for the condos range 
from $560 to $825 pier month and
Convenient condominiums: cottonwood Forest Condominiums is located only 10 minutes from RiverTown Crossings Mall include all Utilities except satellite
TV, pihone and electric.
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Pineridge Apartments ideal 
for students, Fido owners
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Senior Reporter
As a dog or a cat owner, 
finding a place to live around 
campus can be a challenge. 
However, Pineridge Apartments 
is a pet-friendly complex that 
is also conveniently located 
between Grand Rapids and 
Allendale.
Located near the comer of 
Wilson Avenue and 3 Mile Road 
in Walker Township, Pineridge 
Apartments offers quiet housing 
for one or two occupants plus 
their animals in a condo-like 
setting.
“The way our buildings are 
designed, each is one story with a 
private entry way,” said Property 
Manager Laura Kool. “That’s 
nice because you don’t have to 
worry about loud neighbors. 
I haven’t had any complaints 
about the area being loud. It's a 
really safe neighborhood to live 
in.”
For an extra $30 per month, 
Pineridge allows dogs fewer than 
;50 pounds in weight, and will 
make exceptions for friendlier 
breeds like labs and golden 
retrievers.
Jenna Dunigan, a senior at 
Grand Valley State University, 
lives at Pineridge in a one- 
bedroom apartment with her dog. 
She said she chose the apartment 
because she wanted to be a little 
bit away from campus and enjoys 
the quietness of the area.
“I’ve had roommate situations 
before so I like being able to live 
by myself here,” she said. “I’m 
having a better year living here. 
I feel like it’s more convenient 
for me and fits my lifestyle a 
lot better than the regular off- 
campus student housing.”
Dunigan said she also enjoys 
the convenience of being minutes 
away from restaurants and stores 
in Allendale, Standale and Grand 
Rapids.
“I’m pretty much in the 
middle of everything,” she said. 
“A lot more than I felt when I 
lived in Allendale.”
She added if the weather is 
bad in the winter then she can 
jump on the Rapid bus, which 
stops at the Standale Meijer and 
ride it to either of the GVSU 
campuses via Route 50.
Paul Groth, a resident of 
Pineridge for 2.5 years, said the 
complex originally appealed 
to him because his two dogs 
can live with him. He said he 
plans on living there for at least 
another year.
“It’s a good area and it’s nice 
because it’s right by the park, 
especially if you have dogs like 
I do,” he said.
The park Groth is referring to 
is Kenowa Hills Public Schools, 
which is located directly behind 
the apartments. Groth said other 
than the barking of his own dogs, 
the rest of the complex is fairly 
quiet.
The apartment complex has 
three different floor plans, all of 
which include a storage attic and 
central air. The one- and two- 
bedroom apartments include a 
utility room, which has a hookup 
for a washer a dryer, if the tenant 
wants to bring one. Otherwise, 
there is also a community 
laundry room.
The cost for a one-bedroom, 
576-square-foot apartment is 
$535 per month and includes a 
kitchen, living room, bathroom, 
utility room and a bedroom.
A two-bedroom. 864-square-
foot apartment costs $675 to 
$685 per month and includes 
a dining room, living room, 
kitchen, utility room, bathroom 
and two bedrooms.
Pineridge also offers a 
288-square-foot studio design 
with a kitchen, bathroom and 
living room for $415 a month. 
The apartment comes fully 
furnished including a Murphy or 
wall bed, which folds up in the 
living room.
With lease lengths of three, 
six, nine and 12 months, the 
complex can be both a short and 
long term housing solution. The 
shorter leases are an additional 
$30 per month.
Kool said there is no need 
for assigned parking spots with 
plenty of room for both tenants 
and their guests on the grounds.
There are currently openings 
for both one- and two-bedroom 
apartments, ready for move in 
with a $300 security deposit, and 
a good credit and rental history. 
There are usually at least a few 
openings year round, Kool said. 
Pineridge does not require a 
cosigner, and only accepts one if 
the signer is a full-time student.
For more information on 
Pineridge Apartments, call (616) 
453-7999, or visit the Web site at 
http://www.emapartments.com/ 
ResidentialProp.asp.
mkuzawa@ lanthorn .com
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Condo atmosphere: Pineridge Apartments welcomes students and their pets
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Ottawa Creek: Located at 11127 52nd Ave, the complex is offering students $200 off their first month's rent if they sign 
a lease before Dec 15 for the 2009-10 academic year Leases are available for 10 and 12 months
Free cable, Internet at Ottawa Creek
By Dani Willcutt
GVL AAF Hditor
Located on the corner 
of 52nd Avenue and Lake 
Michigan Drive sits the 
conveniently placed Ottawa 
Creek Apartments.
Other than its location, 
part of Ottawa Creek’s appeal 
is its free amenities. Among 
them are high speed Internet, 
basic cable, trash removal and 
parking. Also on the grounds 
is a full basketball court 
and coin-operated laundry 
machines in each building.
Unfortunately, furry friends 
must be left behind by tenants 
moving into Ottawa Creek as 
the complex does not condone 
pets.
“One of the best parts about 
Ottawa Creek is that they offer 
one-bedroom units,” said Maya 
Cromwell, who moved into 
Ottawa Creek for the 2008-09 
school year. “My boyfriend and 
I wanted to move in together.
but not many places have one- 
bedroom apartments. If they 
do, they don’t typically allow 
two people to occupy them. 
Ottawa Creek does.”
Ottawa Creek is not on any 
Rapid bus route, but a stop 
is located about a mile down 
Lake Michigan Drive.
Move-in and move-out 
dates are somewhat selective, 
but generally match the school 
year, allowing tenants to move 
in anytime between May 15 
and August 15. Most must 
move out one year from their 
move-in date.
However. 12-month leases 
are not mandatory. Ottawa 
Creek also offers nine- and 
10-month leases, depending 
on the apartment.
However, those who 
sign a 12-month lease have 
the following options: one- 
bedroom no balcony, two- 
bedroom no balcony, two- 
bedroom with balcony, studio 
or one-bedroom unit.
Ten-month leases only 
apply to the one bedroom, 
and nine-month leases do not 
apply to the one bedroom.
Ottawa Creek requires 
a cosigner for all college 
students living in their 
apartments when they sign 
their lease. And prices range 
from $600 to $850, depending 
on the unit.
Some apartments in Ottawa 
Creek include a balcony, but 
for an extra charge.
For those wishing to act 
soon on signing a lease to 
Ottawa Creek Apartments 
for the 2009-10 school year, 
they are offering a special. All 
those who sign a lease before 
Dec. 15 will receive $200 off 
of their first month’s rent.
Ottawa Creek is located in 
Allendale at 11127 52nd Ave. 
For more information, call 
(616) 453-9190 or visit http:// 
w w w.ottawacreek .com.
arts@ lanthorn .com
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Family feel High Tree Townhomes employ resident managers on site to handle partying and roommate disputes
Big brother, sister included in High Tree lease
By Emily Hoss
GVL Copy Editor
For quieter living that still offers 
the convenience of being close to 
campus. High Tree Townhomes is 
an excellent choice for students.
“(High Tree) tends to attract 
a more mature tenant base," said 
Lorraine Fwainfton, manager of 
High Tree.
She added High Tree does 
not have an issue with excessive 
partying.
It is for this reason High Tree 
also does not have a security 
force, but rather resident managers 
on site around the clock. The 
managers handle everything from 
roommate disputes to issues with 
noise or partying.
Fwainfton said the resident 
managers are also a positive 
feature “just to have a big brother 
or big sister around if you need 
it.”
Grand Valley State University 
senior and former High Tree tenant 
Young Kw'ak agreed.
“The managers were students, 
so they empathized with us” 
Kwak said.
High Tree, located on Lake 
Michigan Drive, also has a
covered bus stop on the Rapid’s 
Route 37 that is located at the front 
of the complex, which makes it 
convenient for students to travel 
to and from GVSU’s Allendale 
Campus.
“It was a great location for 
football games ... we could just 
cut through the golf course to get 
to the stadium,” said GVSU senior 
Jon Potvin.
Potvin added he and his 
roommates enjoyed the closeness 
of High Tree to the Speedway 
gas station, a pierk of which they 
frequently took advantage.
One fact students might find 
surprising is. unlike many typical 
student living complexes. High 
Tree will consider allowing 
tenants to have pets on a case- 
by-case basis, though Fwainfton 
cautions it is a lengthy process 
since all roommates have to sign 
an agreement and understand they 
accept full responsibility for the 
animal.
High Tree offers three- and 
four-bedroom townhomes that 
can house between two and five 
occupants, as the three-bedroom 
homes have two larger rooms, 
big enough for two occupiants to 
share.
The price of a lease for a 
three bedroom ranges from $950 
to $1200, depending on the 
number of tenants signing. A four- 
bedroom unit is $1,480. Included 
in this price are water and sewage 
fees and an expanded basic cable 
package.
Tenants sign for a 10-month 
lease and when they resign, 
summers are free.
“That way students can either 
live there or just keep their stuff 
there over the summer,” Fwainfton 
said.
Fwainfton noted for the price, 
the size of each unit is an obvious 
perk, with a three-bedroom unit 
at I 300 square feet and a four- 
bedroom unit at 1,512 square feet.
Each unit also includes a washer 
and dryer, dishwasher, microwave, 
refrigerator and central air.
Tenants do not need a cosigner 
fora lease.
“I believe if I expect you to act 
like an adult, I need to treat you 
like an adult,” Fwainfton said. 
“Students learn act as an adult in a 
lease agreement when they sign it 
themselves.”
For more information, contact 
Fwainfton at (616) 246-7137.
ehoss@ lanthorn jcom
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Off-campus location offers 
on-campus convenience
By Jenny Whalen
GVL Managing Editor
Conveniently off campus. Campus West is 
less than a mile from the Allendale Campus, 
offering tenants a quick commute as a non-dorm 
alternative.
Located at 4832 West Campus Drive, the 
complex is a stop on both off-campus apartment 
shuttles — Route 37 and Route 48.
“We’re located right off from the west 
entrance (of the Allendale Campus) by the golf 
course,” said Alan Hoffman, partner at Campus 
West. “We’re on the bus route and within walking 
distance of campus.”
John Lambert, former resident and senior 
business major, found Campus West’s location 
ideal for riding the bus.
“The stop is right there and it’s only about a 
two-minute ride to campus,” Lambert said.
Campus West offers two-bedroom (1,000 
square feet) apartments and four-bedroom 
(1330 square feet) townhomes. Two-bedroom 
apartments can house up to three tenants, but four- 
bedroom townhomes are limited to four residents. 
The complex is also expanding for the 2009-2010 
academic year.
Nine and 12-month leases are offered and rent 
is charged per person, per month.
“The summer rate is also very cheap compared 
to other complexes,” said Karen Mulawa, Campus 
West resident. “You can have a nine-month lease 
and pay for the summer separately at a much 
lower price, instead of paying full rent for those 
months.”
If returning residents sign up for fall 2009, 
they can leave their belongings in their rooms for 
free during the summer and can live at Campus 
West again for a reduced rate.
The current rate for a townhome is 
approximately $300 and $380 for an apartment. 
Included in the rent is high-speed Internet, basic 
cable, parking, one permit per person, tanning 
and garbage pick-up.
“We offer four-bedroom and two-bedroom 
units and have a program where if you’re short on 
roommates, you can do less people and not pay 
for the whole extra room,” Hoffman said. “We 
won’t put extra roommates in with you. It’s no 
roommates, no worries.”
Utilities such as gas, electric and water are not 
included in the rent and are charged separately to 
residents by the individual providers.
“The price is reasonable for what you get, 
but if it were to increase I wouldn't be staying,” 
Mulawa said. “The facilities are nice; you get 
what you pay for.”
Units are unfurnished, but include built-in 
appliances such as dishwasher, electric stove
and refrigerator. Redecoration of the facilities is 
prohibited, Hoffman said, and any changes are 
considered damages, which will be charged to the 
resident.
Townhomes feature a laundry room with 
full-size washer and dryer and a coin laundry is 
located on site for the convenience of apartment 
residents.
Campus West offers free tanning to residents 
and has a printing station by the leasing office 
so students can print papers closer to home. The 
community room is also available to tenants and 
can be reserved for different events.
“You want to come and see us because we do 
a lot of things and have a lot of fun,” Hoffman 
said. “We do a lot of extra events and we are very 
flexible in students’ needs.”
There is 24-hour security on site as well as 
24-hour emergency maintenance. Maintenance 
requests can be submitted online via the Campus 
West Web site.
Select units are also pet-friendly. However, 
dogs must be less than 40 pounds and there is an 
additional $50 fee per month for the dog owner 
in the lease.
For more information on Campus West, visit 
http://www.campuswest.net/.
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Campus West: Located at 4832 West Campus Drive
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By Dani Willcutt
GVL AKF. Fditor
For those seeking an upscale living experience 
in a high-rise apartment that looks over a hustling 
downtown center, the Plaza Towers and the Ixifts 
deliver.
The Plaza Towers offers a basketball court, an 
entertainment room, an indoor pool and whirlpool, 
laundry facilities and a tennis court. The courts are 
located on the roof of one of the towers in addition to 
a running track.
Inside ot the apartments is central air, a dishwasher, 
tree cable, garbage disposal and smoke detectors. For 
those interested in bringing along their furry friends, 
the Plaza Towers are pet friendly.
Cars will be safe from the occasionally unfriendly 
streets as the Plaza Towers offers private parking and 
entry. There is also security persotlnel on call at all 
times of the day and 24-hour emergency maintenance 
available for all of those unexpected problems.
A true perk of these downtown living locales is the 
location. Although they are not close to Allendale, 
they are near the Grand Valley State University Pew 
Campus.
Brad Sherred, a resident of the Plaza Towers, 
insists the drawbacks of living in his apartment 
building are minimal, if not, nonexistent.
"It’s difficult to find a drawback about this place,”
Sherred said. “Especially when you live 11 floors up 
overl<x»king downtown Grand Rapids.”
Ibere is also no shortage of diversions. Close to 
both the Plaza Towers and the Lofts are a number 
of restaurants and bars, including, but not limited 
to the B.O.B., Charlie’s Crab House, San Chez, 
T.G.I. Friday's,Z’s, Mojo’s and more. When seeking 
entertainment, the Civic Theatre, DeVos Place, 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum, Grand Rapids 
Art Museum, Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, 
the Van Andel Arena, the Intersection and Rosa Parks 
Circle are within walking distance.
For Plaza Towers resident Michelle laager, the 
nearby diversions help greatly in saving money on 
gas.
And although the complex is in the middle of 
a bustling city, it has a pretty tame cliental, laager 
said.
There arc “no loud parties in the apartment next 
to me,” she added.
One major difference between the Plaza Towers 
and the Uifts is the monthly rent. The Plaza Towers 
have a lot to offer in terms of amenities and quality, 
but is more expensive. The Lofts, on the other 
hand, have stricter guidelines on who can live in its 
apartments.
The Lofts are located at 26 Sheldon Blvd. SF. in 
Grand Rapids. For more information on the Lofts,call 
(616) 234-01 (X) or visit http://www.loftsapartmenls.
GVl Archive
Plaza Towers: Located at 201 West Fulton Street in Grand 
Rapids, Plaza Towers looks over the heart of downtown
com.
The Plaza Towers are located at 201 West Fulton 
Street in Grand Rapids. For more information, 
call (616) 776-3300 or visit http://www.
plazatowersa part merits .com.
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Lofts: Located at 26 Sheldon Blvd. SE in Grand Rapids
Lofts, Plaza Towers offer upscale, downtown living
Brookmeadow low in rent, close to retail
By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Fditor
• .Students looking for an off- 
campus housing option that is close 
to retail and a manageable drive to 
the Allendale and Pew campuses 
should consider Brookmeadow 
Apartments.
| Located just minutes from 
the Allendale Campus and the 
RiverTown Crossings Mall, 
Brookmeadow Apartments' 
affordability and proximity is 
an attractive combination for 
students.
\ Brookmeadow offers one- and 
h^o-bedroom units starting at 
$544 a month and ranging to $654 
per month, depending on the firxir 
plan.
Room sizes range from 756 
square feet to 981 square feet, and 
also hinge on the floor plan.
Furnished apartments are an 
option, but come with a price of
$999 to $ 1,067 a month.
Located near PortSheldon Road, 
no more than 15 minutes from the 
Allendale Campus, Brxxikmeadow 
is close to Grandville's dining and 
retail district.
Tenants, with a copy of the 
lease, are even offered discounted 
memberships for gym use a little 
further down Port Sheldon in 
Wyoming.
“We’re very close to the mall, 
shopping, restaurants and pretty 
much anything else,” said Wilma 
Nyburg, a leasing office employee. 
“It’s conveniently located and 
close to downtown.”
The grounds have a one-stall 
garage for tenants, and additional 
parking of two spots for each of 
the 12 apartments per building is 
also provided.
Each floor has a coin-operated 
laundry room. The facility also 
boasts a community center for rent
with deposit, in addition to tennis 
courts.
A one-year lease is standard, 
but Brookmeadow will also 
allow six-month tenures with an 
additional $50 per month rate. The 
security deposit is $300 plus an 
additional $100 to $4(X) pending 
the applicant's credit score in 
addition to a $19 application fee 
and $99 cleaning fee. A cosigner is 
required for students.
There are occasional specials at 
the management’s discretion.
All applicants must gross an 
income of at least two to three 
times the amount of a full month’s 
rent, in addition to clearing a 
criminal background, sex offender 
and credit check.
Dogs are not allowed but one 
cat per unit is permitted for an 
extra $25 per month.
Bixxikmeadow has openings 
for immediate leasing.
“There is something always 
available,” Nyburg said. The 
complex’s lone security feature is 
a master-key access to building 
entrances and apartments.
Visitors can use a buzzer system 
to gain entrance to the building.
Holland native Joe Boehms. 
20, was a former tenant and was 
satisfied with his experience at 
Bixxikmeadow.
“Going to a community college, 
it was a great opportunity to get out 
of my home and be on my own,” 
he said. “It is very affordable, and 
for me it was the location. I was 
close to home, schcxil and work.”
For more information you can 
visit Bixxikmeadow Apartment's 
Web site at http://www. 
bixxikmeadowapts.com or contact 
the leasing office at (616) 719- 
5201.
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Retail locale: Brookmeadow Apartments is located in Grandville's retail center
into an exciting yet 
tranauil place to live
■Hppjm
Students and Cosigners are welcome!
One and Two Bedroom Apartments
Direction!Each Home Indudes
Heat
Mfoter
Powerhouse Gym Membership
Brookmeadow Apartments 
0*143 B*ookme«dow NL Court 
Grandv<ltt.MI494)8 .
ideal balance for the individual with a busy 
lifestyle that finds the need to escape In their 
home after a long day.
located just 1$ minutes fron
Rfvertown Crossings Mai
Downtown Grand Rapids or Holland (via 1-96) fy
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More for less at University Apartments Want to Live
HERE?
in the heart of 
downtown 
Grand Rapids
PLAZA
TOWERS
Heat Included • Cable Ready • Central Air 
Dishwasher* Elevator ^Garbage Disposal 
Intercom System • Laundry Facilities 
Mini / Vert. Blinds * Newer Appliances 
Pet Friendly*Smoke Detectors 
24hr Emergency Main. 
Additional Storage Available
26 Sheldon Blvd. SE Grand Rapids
Royal Vista
APARTMENTS ANDTOWNHOMES
s655 - S1075 '
GREAT SPECIALS!
Arbor Heights »
TOWNHOMES
s670 -$805
CALL TODAY 457-3450CALL TODAY 453-9999
0 1 or 2 Bedroom apts or 
3 bedroom condo-style townhomes
• Convenient location to both downtown 
and allendale campus
• Immediate freeway access
• Washer/Dryer and Garage included
• Flexible 6,9,12 month leases
•Select units only
• 2 bedrooom 1200 Sq. Ft. ranch 
townhomes with full basements 
garage included
• Conveniently located within 7 miles 
of Allendale Campus
• More information at 
www.koetjebuilders.com
By Rebecca Beard
(SVL Senior Reporter
For Grand Valley State 
University students t>n a tight 
budget, the University Apartments 
may offer "more for less.”
That is the one thing 21-year- 
old Wes Merrick said shirked his 
interest in living there
"The rent was really, really 
cheap,” he said.
One unique aspect is payments 
are not made in one collective sum 
per month or per year.
bach occupant pays $240 per 
month, regardless of the number of 
people living in the apartments.
“In this day and age, price is 
pretty important,” said Landlord 
Hank Prins. “I would say that (at 
University Apartments) there's 
more for less money - that’s kind 
of my motto.”
Rent payments for the 
unfurnished apartments include 
wireless Internet, parking, water 
and plumbing assistance.
There are hookup* for washing 
machines and dryers as well in the 
apartments.
And for all of the animal-loving
students, pjets are allowed with 
permission from Prins and an extra 
fee.
Several residents have dogs that 
nam around, playing Frisbee. and 
Memck and his roommates have a 
ferret.
The complexes are located 
about one mile away from GVSU’s 
Allendale Campus.
hach apartment has about 1,800 
square feet of living space and is 
designed for eitlier four or five 
people.
The complex is set between 
two cornfields on Rich Street in 
Allendale.
"We have more of a country 
setting,” Prins said. "We have big 
backyards and we're probably more 
pwivate than most (other apartment 
complexes).”
Merrick, who moved in at the 
beginning of the fall 2008 semester, 
said the location is delinitely an 
added benefit to living in the 
University Apartments - they are 
close to campHis, but off'on a back 
road.
"It’s kind of nice to live out here 
in the middle of nowhere.” he said.
leases run either nine or 12 
months, and pwxispxxtive residents 
do not need cosigners
For Corry Walsh. 20, an added 
benefit is the friendly people who 
live there.
"It’s kind of a little community,” 
lie said.
Walsh said he also appreciates 
the bonfire pits and large yard, 
w here residents often get together.
As for inside the complexes, 
Walsh, a marketing major, said
residents are free to decorate as 
they please, including painting the 
walls.
“You can customize your 
apiartmenLs, so pretty much every 
place is different,” he said.
Additionally, the landlords are 
flexible and easy to work with. 
Walsh added.
Formore information .visit http:// 
universityapxutmentsallendaJe.com 
or call (616) 742-5110.
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Backyard bounty: University Apartments offers students more of a country setting
Village offers students college oasis
By Jenny Whalen
GVL Managing Editor
Join a pickup game in the 
coliseum, grab some liquid energy 
at the Caffeine Cafe and across 
18XXX) square feet, never lose your 
Internet connection.
Boasting 18 XXX) square feet of 
extreme extras and community- 
wide Wi-Fi, the village at 48west is 
more than an apxirtment complex.
“The village at 48west is more 
than just an apxirtment." said Carrie 
Danek, propieily manager. “It is 
a community. At 48west. we are 
redefining student living.”
While some areas of 48west are 
still under construction, residents 
have access to an on-site exercise 
facility, multispxjrt court, game 
room, multi-purpose theater, 
convenience store, computer and 
printing center and quiet study 
area.
“48west offers a lot of 
unique options that other living 
communities don't have, like a 
24-hour workout facility and a 
24-hour commons area with free 
printing, Mac and F*C labs and 
lounge area ” said Natalie Bush, a 
48west resident. “We also have a 
game nxxn with Wii. XBOX 360 
and billiards.”
Located at 10897 48th Ave., 
across from The Meadows Golf 
Course, the village is within 
walking distance of the Allendale 
Campxis and a stop on the Route 37 
off-campus shuttle.
“Once (48west) is done, it will 
have all the luxuries that you need.” 
said Jeff Merrill, a 48west resident.
"It lias everything you could need 
on campus here.”
TTie village offers one-, two 
and four-bednx>m apxirtments as 
well as two- and four-bedroom 
townhomes. Each bednxxn has 
a private bath and townhomes 
feature an additional 1/2 bath on 
the ground floor.
Apartments range from
725-square-foot singles to 
1,762-square-foot tour bednxims. 
Rent is chained pier bed. per month. 
Apxirtment prices begin at $440 and 
peak at $700.
Townhomes range from 
1,142-square-foot two bednxims to 
1,716-square-foot four bedrooms 
— $520 and $465 respiectively.
Leases are available fir 10- and 
12-month pieriods and are offered 
individually, so each resident is 
responsible for only their pxrtion of 
the rent.
Like on-campus housing, 
student "s charges can be covered by 
financial aid at 48west as well. Any 
available financial aid funds may 
be used fir rent after university 
charges are pxiid.
Leases are available to start 
December 2008, May 2009 and 
August 2009. Danek encourages 
students to BOGO!, or sign with 
a friend before the holidays, and 
“Buy One administration fee and 
Get One free.” roughly saving 
$300.
All units feature a fully equippicd 
kitchen, full-size washer and dryer, 
walk-in closets and sound prtxifing 
between neighbors. Amenities 
such as Wi-Fi/Ethemet. cable TV,
central air conditioning and refuse 
and snow removal are included in 
the rent.
“TTiere is plenty of convenient 
pxirking at 48west," Danek said. 
“Residents can choose between 
open air parking ($100) and carport 
parking ($150), and permits are 
valid for the entire lease term.”
Units are leased unfurnished, 
but residents have the option to 
have 48west furnish their units 
for an additional monthly fee. 
With written consent from the 
management office, stuiients arc 
allowed to pxiint an accent wall in
their bednxms and hang artwork 
and px>sters.
The village also allows pets 
There are weight limits and other 
restrictions, and each pet must be 
approved by the 48west property 
manager.
The village offers on-site 
maintenance as well as 24-hour 
emergency maintenance service.
For more information on the 
village at 48west visit the Web site 
at http://www.48west.info/.
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4 Bedroom Unit■
1800 Sq. Ft. 
Allows Pets 
Washer and Dryer Hook-up 
Big Back Yard 
Quiet and Country Atmosphere
UkGet More for Less"
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11400 Boyne Blvd 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
888-221-8403
www.allendalemeadows.com
4657 Lake Michigan Drive 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-895-5875 
www.campusvillage.com
", ' '
0-143 Brookmeadow North Court 
Grandville, Ml 49418 
616-457-8988 
www.theapartment4u .com
10255 42nd Ave 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-895-6678
www.campusviewhousing.com
4832 West Campus Drive 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-835-5904 
www.campuswest.net
10897 48th Ave 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-895-2400 
www.48west.com
10745 48th Ave 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-892-2700 
www.meadowscrossing.net
€\ is*
11127 52nd Ave 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-453-9190 
www.ottawacreek.com
2790 Pine Ridge Drive NW 
Walker, Ml 49534 
616-453-7999 
www.eenhoorn.com
5241 Edgeway Drive 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-318-2035
www.conifercreektownhomes.com
10295 48th Ave 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-895-2900 
www.cbeech.com
7701 Riverview Drive 
Jenison, Ml 49428 
616-457-3714
4477 Lake Michigan Drive 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-243-7511
201 Fulton Street W 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 
616-776-3300 
www.eenhoorn.com
2699 Royal Vista Drive 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49534 
616-453-9999
26 Sheldon Blvd SE 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 
616-234-0100 
www.loftapartments.com
“4fi*
Rich Street, 1 Mile from campus 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-837-8277 
www.universityapartmentsallendale.com
11341 54th Ave 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
616-895-4001 
www.gvtownhouses.com
